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CAQDO NOW CENTER OF INTEREST 


Producers Oil Company Completes a 
Good Well Southeast of the Trees 
No. 4 in the Deep Sand Exteasion— 
Starts at 150 to 160 Barrels an Hour 
and Was Making 110 Barrels an 
Hour a Week After it Came in— 
Three Wells at the Sand and Due in 
Within a Few Days—John D. Arch- 
bold and Other Officers of the Stand- 
ard Oil Company Visit the Field— 
Standard Laying a Lateral From its 
Main Line to a New Station Site at 
Hart’s Ferry—Producers 0il Company 
Pays $50,000 Cash for 163 Acres a 
Mile East of the Guffey Well on the 
Burr Land—Summary of Field Work 
for the First Half of April. Xv 


SHREVEPORT, LA., April 16.—(Spe- 
cial—Another deep sand gusher was 
added in the new development north- 
west of Caddo on April 9 when the 
Producers Oil Company brought in its 
No. 1 on the Levee Board land, south- 
west quarter of the southeast quarter 
of section 27-21-16, about 1800 feet 
southeast of Trees No. 4 on the Stiles. 
It started stronger than any of the 
wells yet completed in this territory, 
making 150 to 160 barrels an hour the 
first run, and a week later was hitting 
it up at a 110-barrel-an-hour clip. 
The oil tests 43.3 gravity, being a little 
lighter than that from the Trees wells 
and not quite so light as that from 
the Guffey well on the Burr land at 
Potter’s Point, Texas, two and a half 
miles west and south. On April 15 
the Guffey well was making 60 barrels 
an hour, Trees No. 4 on the Stiles 80 
barrels an hour and Trees No. 8 on 
the Stiles 55 barrels an hour. The four 
wells in the new territory are produc- 
ing at the rate of 305 barrels an hour, 
or 7320 barrels a day. The Trees oil 
is being run on credit balance into the 
line of the Louisiana Company and the 
Producers oil is also being handled by 
this company. The Guffey oil is going 
to the Gulf Refining Company of Louis- 
iana. / 

Gulf Refining Company No. 1 on the 
Levee Board, section 34-21-16, a quarter 
of a mile south of Producers No. 1 
on the Levee Board, is at the sand, but 
is being delayed by a parted 44-inch 
liner. Meanwhile preparations are being 
made to run a line to this well to 
connect. with the Gulf Company’s line 
from Oil City to Mooringsport, and 
tanks are being erected at the well. 

Producers No. 2 on the Levee Boor 
about 1800 feet northeast of Trees No. 
4, anda 





2” 


ee le nee. ot Frees. 


No. 1 on the Levee Board, is at the sand 
and due in within three or four days. 

Trees No. 9 on the Stiles, offsettinté 
Producers No. 1 on the Levee Board, 
is also at the sand. 

The Standard Oil Company of Louis. 
iana is laying a 6-inch lateral from its 
main line west to a 25-acre station site 
in section 27-21-16. The lateral will 
cross the Kansas City Southern rail- 
road at Vivian and will traverse the 
shallow sand development in this dis- 
trict. It will be 10 1-4 miles long. 

There has been a persistent rumor 
that the Trees people and the Standard 
are on a deal, but officers of the Stand- 
ard deny very positively that negotia- 
tions are under way for the purchase 
of the Trees property. It is stated that 
oil will be going through the Standard 
line to Baton Rouge, from Oklahoma, by 
April 25, and Caddo oil will doubtless 
be taken on or soon after that date. 
The Trees oil is now the only light oil 
open to purchase. 


DEPTHS OF THE NEW WELLS. 


Information as to the depth of the 
Producers well on the Levee Board is 
hard to obtain. It is said to be around 
2300 feet. This would make it 70 
feet deeper than the Guffey well on 
the Burr, two miles and a half dis- 
tant. In the Guffey well the sand was 
found at 2230 feet, and was drilled into 
6 feet and 6 inches. Preparations are 
being made to drill this well deeper 
with cable tools: when it quits flowing. 
The Gulf well on the Levee Board, 
south of the Producers on the Levee 
Board, was drilled to about 2280 feet 
and a 4%-inch liner was set. Baling 
developed a good oil showing but no 
gas, and when an effort was made to 
pull the liner for the purpose of drill- 
ing deeper the pipe parted and the well 
is now hung up with a fishing job. 


STANDARD PARTY VISITS THE 
FIELD. 


On April 14 a party of officers and 
directors of the Standard Oil Company 
arrived in Shreveport in two Pullmans 
on the Texas and Pacific train from 
Baton Rouge, where they had spent the 
previous day inspecting the new refin- 
ery of the Standard Oil Company of 
Louisiana, having left New York April 
10. In the New York party were John 
D. Archbold, vice president of the 
Standard Oil Company; J. A. Moffett, 
vice president of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany: A. C. Bedford, treasurer of the 
Standard Oil Company; H. C. Folger, 
Jr., assistant treasurer of the Standard 
Oil Company; W. C. Teagle, director of 
the Standard Oil Company; C. N. Payne, 


of Titusville, Pa., vice president and 
general manager of the National Tran- 
sit Company; J. W. Van Dyck, repre- 
senting manufacturing interests; F. W. 
Weller, president of the Standard Oil 
Company of Louisiana; J. E. O’Neil, vice 
president and general manager of the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company; J. C. Don- 
nell, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Ohio Oil Company, and 
Forrest M. Towl, engineer of pipe line 
construction of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany. Others who joined the party at 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport were C. 
K. Clark, general superintendent of 
the pipe line department of the Stand- 
ard Oil Company of Louisiana; W. F. 
Gates, general superintendent of the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Company; H. S. Gray- 
son of the J. C. Trees Oil Company and 
G. T. Braden of the Oklahoma Natural 
Gas Company. 

The party went from Shreveport 
north to Oil City on the Kansas City 
Southern railroad, then on to Lewis 
station, and from that point in buggies 
to the Trees wells at Hart’s Ferry. 
Returning, they visited the gas and 
shallow oil development at Vivian and 
in the afternoon left for Spiro, Okla., 
where their cars were transferred to 
the Midland Valley railroad, by which 
route they went on to Muskogee and 


Tulsa. Other stopping points in their 
itinerary were Neodesha, Kan., where 
the Standard has a refinery, Sugar 


Creek, Mo., where another Standard re- 
finery is located, and Kansas City, Mo, 
whence they will go on to the Illinois 
field and from there to New York ar- 
riving on April 24. It is stated that the 
trip was mad¢ for purposes of inspec- 
tion, it being the first time that the 
several principal officers of the Stand- 
ard had visited the new refinery in 
Louisiana and the oil development in 
the northwestern portion of the state. 


THE CADDO OIL MARKET. 


There is considerable speculation as 
to the effect the large wells recently 
brought in will have on the Caddo oil 
market. Most of the field’s production 
is under contract until May 1 and July 
1, and the prevailing price on these 
contracts is 60 cents, with 1 or 2 cents 
added in some instances. The Texas 
Company has let it be known that it 
will offer 40 cents on the new contracts. 
For a month past the Trees people 
have been running their production on 
credit balance into the line of The 
Louisiana Company, The Texas Com- 
pany’s pipe line concern in- Louisiana. 
It is doubtless the purpose of the 
Standard to get into the market and 
the fact that its lateral will go to 
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the Hart’s Ferry district is taken to 
mean that this company will run the 
Trees oil when facilities are ready. 


RECENT DEALS. 


J. S. Noel on April 15 sold to the 
Producers’ Oil Company a 163-acre tract 
in the northeast quarter of section 9 
and southwest quarter of section 4-20- 
16, known as Wilson’s Point, for $50,- 
000 cash. The land is one mile due east 
of the Guffey well on the Burr, and 
is on the east side of James’ bayou. 

The Producers Oil Company gave 
$2500 cash bonus and one-sixth roy- 
alty for the Willie O. Simms 10-acre 
strip in the Robert Potter survey, 
one mile west of the Guffey No. 1 on 
the Burr land. A well must be started 
within 30 days. 

Three months ago D. L. Wright and 
Bemis Bros. of Jefferson, Texas, gave 
$2500 for the mineral rights in a tract 
of 100 acres, lying a mile and a quar- 
ter northwest of the Guffey well on 
the Burr land. They leased the land 
to the Producers Oil Company last 
week, getting $150 an acre cash bonus 
and one-sixth royalty. The contract 
calls for the starting of a well in 30 
days. 

The Sun Company leased from 
Charles W. Connery of Fort Worth, 
Texas, the 125-acre tract, described 
on the maps as the E. W. Taylor 
land, two miles northwest of the Burr 
well, giving $2000 cash bonus and 
agreeing to drill a well within 9 
months or forfeit $2000 additional. 

The Producers Oil Company leased 
the G. A. F. Poole 160 acres in the 
Castleberry survey, two miles south of 
the Burr well, paying $12,000 cash bo- 
nus, one-sixth royalty and $12,000 out 


of the first oil. A well must be start- 
ed within 60 days. 

The Producers Company also leased 
the O’Neal and Allday 80 acres adjoin- 
ing the Poole land on the west, pay- 
ing $4000 cash and agreeing to pay 
$1000 each three months for a year, and 
a straight one-sixth royalty. 


NOTES. 


Harold Lockhart is now assistant to 
J. C. McCue, superintendent of the Pro- 
ducers Oil Company at Shreveport. 


J. S. McCullough, who is in charge 
of the operations of Lion Gardiner of 
New York in the Black Bayou district, 
is in New York with Mr. Gardiner. 

Brown Bros. have abandoned their 
test at Plaindealing, La., 3 miles south 
of the Arkansas line and 31 miles from 
Shreveport. They went 1537 feet with- 
out getting a “color.” 

The Texas Company has completed 
the eighth 37,500-barrel tank at Ardis. 
its station below Shreveport, and has 
steel on the ground for its ninth and 
grade made for the tenth. 

The water in Black bayou is putting 
a quietus on drilling operations in the 
district traversed by this stream. On 
April 15 all rigs were shut down ex- 
cepting the Gulf on the Shropshire and 
the Gulf on the Thatcher. 

Several months ago, B. F. Rogers, D. 
L. Wright and Bemis Bros. of Jeffer- 
son, Texas, leased 2000 acres composing 
the west half of the Potter survey in 
Marion county. Texas, southwest of the 
Burr well. They paid $3.50 an acre 
bonus. The land appears to be right 
in line for the deep oil. <A location has 
been made on the east side, in section 
12, and a well will be started in the 
near future. 


D. Holcomb, a Gulf Company scout, 
was knocked out by lightning while 
making his rounds in the Hart’s Fer- 
ry district on April 14. A bolt struck 
a tree under which he was standing 
and he went down and out for thirty 
minutes. The tree was shattered. 

F. Humphries, the original Louisiana 
scout, must be given credit for pick- 
ing the Hart’s Ferry territory years 
ago. He has scouted the entire Louis- 
iana ‘and Arkansas country and is 
familiar with all the good-looking 
places from an oil and gas _ stand- 
point. He also knows the Oklahoma 
prospects. 

Sun Company No. 2 on the Barr land 
at Vivian, which was completed as a 
gasser last month, was deepened and 
is now making 15 to 20 barrels of oil 
and showing a steady increase in pro- 
duction. Sun No. 1 on the same land 
has been making 250 to 300 barrels 
for some time. Both wells are in the 
shallow sand. 

The Guffey well on the William Burr 
land is located on a 640-acre lease, 
made last year. A second lease on the 
east half of a 640-acre tract joining 
the first lease on the north was closed 
some months later. After the well on 
the original Burr lease began to show 
oil, the west half of the north 640- 
acre piece was leased. 

Miss Lydia Hanszen has made a com- 
fortable bunch of money out of her 
Caddo operations in the last three 
months and will make a great deal 
more when the royalties on lands 
which she controls and has leased to 
various companies begin to roll in.” She 
recently filed on the mineral rights in 
87 acres of government land in section 
4-20-16, a mile and a quarter southeast 
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STORAGE TANKS 


Any Capacity—Any Size, and for All Purposes. 


Write or Wire Us. 


Materials always in stock. 
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of the Producers No. 1 on the Levee 
Board land, and is holding it at $100 
an acre. 

Suit has been filed in the district 
court at Jefferson, Texas, to break 
three of the leases taken by H. S. Gray- 
son for the J. C. Trees Oil Company 
some years ago on Texas land, just west 
of the Louisiana line and beyond 
the Trees wells on the Louisiana 
side. Inadequate consideration is al- 
leged. At the time the leases were 
taken the Trees people, through Gray- 
son, paid more than anyone else would 
offer and those from whom the land 
was leased were entirely satisfied. Now 
that the territory looks good the land 
owners have decided that the leases 
should be abrogated. 

Among the out-of-town oil men who 
registered at Shreveport hotels last 
week were Manuel Hirsh of Tulsa, G. 
T. Braden of Pittsburg, J. C. McDowell 
of Pittsburg, F. W. Weller of New 
York, Geo. M. Craig, of Port Arthur, 
Capt. W. C. Tyrrell of Beaumont, Louis 
E. Dennig of St. Louis, F. L. Hugus of 
Houston, J. D. Lemex of Beaumont, E. 
R. Brown of Corsicana, C. N. Payne of 
Titusville, Pa., P. S. Morris of New Or- 
leans, J. Edgar Pew of Beaumont, G. 
L. Noble of Houston, George Coyle of 
Tulsa, and W. F. Gates of Independ- 
ence, Kan. 

Caddo production on April 15 was 
put at 10,500 barrels. 

W. E. Glassell, chairman of the com- 
mittee of oil and gas men appointed to 
take action on the waste of gas in 
the Caddo field has forwarded to the 
Louisiana conservation commission at 
New Orleans two reports, one by the 


Busch-Everett Company and George 
Sipe of the Louisiana Gas Company 
recommending the adoption of the In- 
liana law relative to gas waste, and 
the other representing the views of the 
oil interests, opposing such a drastic 
enactment as the Indiana statute and 
endorsing the Ohio and West Virginia 
laws. The Indiana law, if adopted, 
would prevent the flowing of wells on 
their own gas pressure, if the gas were 
permitted to escape. It is stated that 
this statute has been a hard set-back 
to oil men in Indiana in the operation 
of their wells. The conservation com- 
mission will report to the Louisiana 
legislature when it convenes. 


DETAILED FIELD REPORT. 


Following is the detailed field report 
of wells completed in the Caddo district 
during the first half of April, and wells 
drilling, rigs up, derricks erected and 
locations made up to the 15th of the 
month, 


COMPLETED. 
Vivian-Hosston. 


Gulf Ref. Co. 2, Chiles, SW 1-4 of 
SW 1-4 of section 30-22-15; 15 bbls oil 
and about 3000 bbls. water. 

Producers Vivian 1, Pardue, NW 1-4 
of SW 1-4 section 1-21-16; gas. 

Vivian O. Co. 4, Chiles, NW 1-4 of 
NW 1-4 section 31-22-15; 2000 bbls. wa- 
ter, no oil. 

Producers-Vivian 1, Huckaby, center 
NW 1-4 section 7-21-15; gas. 

Lewis, 

3usch-Everett 1, Guy, NW 1-4 of 
NW 1-4 section 20-21-15; twisted off 
at 2580 feet. Dry and abandoned. 

Hart’s Ferry-Potter’s Point. 

Producers 1, Levee Board, SW 1-4 of 

SE 1-4 section 27-21-16; came in at 150 





bbls an hour; making 110 bbls. an hour 
April 15. 


Black Bayou. 


Black Bayou 2, Alexander, SW 1-4 
section 9-20-15; gas well at 785 feet. 

International 2, Ward, SW 1-4 section 
4-20-15; gas. 

Cayce 1, Cayce, SW cor. of NE 1-4 
section 10-20-15; salt water. 

Louisiana Gas Co. 7, SE 1-4 of NW 
1-4 section 16-20-15; gas. 


Dixie. 


Caddo G. & O. Co. 1, Beasley, NW 
Bh section 9-19-14; salt water at 2004 
eet. 


Oil City. 


Producers 1, Atkins, NW 1-4 of SE 
1-4 of section 35-21-16; dry and aban- 
doned at 1700 feet. 

Muslow 1, N 1-2 section 3-20-15; salt 
water. 

Completed 13, oil 2, gas 5, dry 6, 
initial production 3015 barrels. 


DRILLING. 
Vivian-Hosston. 


Busch-Everett 3, A. L. Pitts, NE 1-4 
of NW 1-4 section 31-22-15. 

Vivian O. Co. 1, Trees, NE cor. of NE 
1-4 of the SW 1-4 section 36-22-16; 
drilling with cable tools. 

Vivian O. Co. 1, Levee Board, SW 1-4 
of NW 1-4 section 23-22-15. 

Busch-Everett 1. Worley, SW cor. of 
SW 1-4 section 26-22-15. 

Sun 3, Barr, SE 1-4 of SW 1-4 sec- 
tion 30-22-15. 


Lewis, 


Rogers O. Co. 1, Levee Board, SE 
1-4 of NW 1-4 section 23-21-16; drilled 
to 1120 feet and moved rig, but will 
resume drilling later. 

Producers 1, Huckaby, center of NW 
1-4 section 7-21-15. . 


Hart’s Ferry-Potter’s Point. 


Trees 1, Jeff Hart, NE cor. of NE 1-4 
of NW 1-4 section 34-21-16, offsetting 
Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Levee Board. 
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Trees 9, Stiles, SE 1-4 of SW 1-4 
section 27-21-16 offsetting Producers 
1, Levee Board, set 6-inch at 2160 feet. 

Trees 10, Stiles, NE 1-4 of SE 1-4 
section 28-21-16; fishing job. 

Trees 11, Stiles, 1200 feet SW of Trees 
4, NW 1-4 of SW 1-4 section 27-21-16. 

Producers 2, Levee Board, NW 1-4 of 
NE 1-4 section 27-21-16; set 4-inch at 
about 2295 feet, drilling in April 15. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Levee Board, NW 1-4 
of NE 1-4 section 34-21-16; drilled to 
the sand; pulled 4 1-2-inch liner in 
two. Will be drilled deeper if liner 
can be recovered. 

Busch-Everett 1, Chew 10 acres, E 
_ of SW 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 33-21- 

J. M. Guffey P. Co. 2, Burr, John G. 
Rives survey, 1 1-2 miies N of Burr I. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Rives, NW 1-4 of NE 
1-4 section 5-20-16, about 900 feet NE 
of Burr 1. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 2, Rives, NW 1-4 of NE 
1-4 section 5-20-16, about 800 feet N 
of Rives 1. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Mason mineral claim 
20 acres, NE 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 5- 
20-16, about 1500 feet E of Burr 1. 


Black Bayou. 


Baton Rouge 1, fee rand, SE 1-4 of 
SW 1-4 section 11-29-15. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Snropshire 1 acre, 
lot 281, section 4-20-15. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Thatcher, SW 1-4 
section 10-20-15. 

Lucy Oil Co. 1, SE 1-4 of SW 1-4 
section 4-20-15. 

Drilling 22. 

RIGS. 
Vivian-Hosston. 


Sun 4, Barr, NE cor. of SE 1-4 section 
30-22-15. 
Hart’s Ferry. 


Sun 1, NE cor. Murphy 2 acres, SW 
1-4 of NE 1-4 section 33-21-16. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Stokely, NW 1-4 of 
NE 1-4 section 5-20-16, about 900 feet 
Sw of Burr 1. 


Rigs 3. 
DERRICKS. 
Vivian-Hosston. 
Producers 5, Harrell, NW corner of 


N 1-2 of SW 1-4 of section 11-21-16. 

Caddo G. & O. Co. 1, Barr, SE corner 
of NE 1-4 of section 30-22-15. 

Vivian O. Co. 1, Bailey, NE 1-4 of 
NW 1-4 section 29-22-15. 

Vivian O. Co. 2, Blackburn, E 1-2 of 
SW 1-4 of 36-22-15. 


Hart’s 


Producers 3, Levee Board, SW 1-4 of 
SE 1-4 section 22-21-16. 

B. F. Rogers, D. L. Wrignt and Bemss 
Bros. 1, 6n 2000-acre lease comprising 
west half of Potter survey, adjoining 
Guffey 2602 acres. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 2, Stokely, NE 1-4 sec- 
tion 5-20-16, about 1000 feet S of Stoke- 


ly 1. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Gibbs 12-acre min- 
eral claim, S 1-2 of S 1-2 of SE 1-4 
section 5-20-16. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Croom 20-acre min- 
eral claim, NW 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 
“5-20-16, west of Mason mineral claim. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Herold 2 1-2-acre 


Ferry-Potter’s Point. 
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mineral claim, N 1-2 of S 1-2 of NE 


1-4 section 5-20-16, east of Mason min- 
eral claim. 

Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Thigpen 7-acre min- 
eral claim, N 1-2 of S 1-2 of NE 1-4 
section 5-20-16. 


Black Bayou. 


Washington Oil Co. 2, fee land, NW 
1-4 of SE 1-4 section 4-20-15. , 
Oil City. 


Busch-Everett 1, Guy, SE 1-4 section 
1-20-15. 

Caddo G. & O. 

Derricks 14. 


LOCATIONS. 
Hart’s Ferry-Potter’s Point. 


J. M. Guffey P. Co. 3, Burr, W 1-2 
John G. Rives survey, 1 1-2 miles NW 
of Burr 1. 

Trees Oil Co., SE cor. section 32-21-16, 
offsetting Gulf Ref. Co. 2, Rives. 

Trees Oil Co., NE cor. of SE 1-4 sec- 
tion 33-21-16, offsetting Sun 1 on the 
Murphy 2 acres. 

Producers Oil Co., NW cor. of 10-acre 
tract in SW 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 33- 
21-16. 

Producers Oil Co., SW cor. same 
tract, offsetting Busch-Everett 1 on 
Chew 10 acres. 

Trees Oil Co., NW 1-4 of SE 1-4 sec- 
tion 33-21-16, south of Busch-Everett 
1 on the Chew 10 acres. 


Co., section 13-20-15. 


Producers Oil Co.. Levee Board, NW 
cor. of SE 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 33- 


21-16. 

Producers Oil Co., SE cor. of SW 1-4 
of SE 1-4 section 27-21-16, offsetting 
Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Levee Board. 


Sun Company 1, Levee Board, NW 
cor. of SW 1-4 of NE 1-4 section 34- 
21-16. 

Locations 9. H. 8: BR. 





PRESTON PRODUCTION CONTINUES 
TO SLUMP. 

TULSA, OKLA., April 19.—(Special 
Telegram)—Preston production on April 
18 was 3700 barrels. The Roeser well, 
on the Agnes Bell, was shot in 100 
feet of sand, resulting in an increase 
of gas, but the showing of oil has not 
improved. The Alluwe well, on Tiger 
Flats, was drilled into the sand 25 
feet, and the production increased to 
100 barrels natural. 

Payments are now being made on all 
properties accepted under the Priestley 
options. Priestley is still in New York. 

JR: R. 


FOR SALE OR LEASE 


Twenty-Five Acres in the Pine Island 
District of the Caddo Oil Field. Close 
to hest producing wells 


Address 
A. A. SHAW, Ruston, La. 
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OKLAHOMA 


OKLAHOMA PIPE LINE RUNS. 
PRAIRIE OIL & GAS COMPANY. 











(Includes Kansas.) 
Mar.1to14 Apr.1to14 
MG: 6.scc% bs aa 1,173,479.48 1,192,598.26 
Daily average 83,819.96 85,185.59 
Deliveries ....1,214,606.26 1,239,614.88 
Daily average 86,757.59 88,543.92 
Taken out of 
Tankage 41,126.78 47,016.62 
Daily average. 2,937.63 3,358.33 


GULF PIPE LINE COMPANY. 
(Estimated.) 
Mar.1to14 Apr.1to14 


i)! errs fe 294,000 
Daily average 22,500 21,000 
Deliveries ....... 315,000 294,000 
Daily average 22,500 21,000 
THE TEXAS COMPANY. 
(Estimated.) 

Mar.1to14 Apr.1to1l4 
AS Maso eae eo 308,000 301,000 
Daily average . 22,000 21,500 
Deliveries .... 308,000 301,000 
Daily average 22,000 21,500 





CENTRAL OIL COMPANY INCORPO- 
RATED WITH TEN MILLIONS 
AUTHORIZED CAPITAL. 


DOVER, DEL. April 19.—(Special 
Telegram)—Certificate of incorporation 
of the Central Oil Company, which, ac- 
cording to report, will take over a 
large acreage of oil property in Okla- 
homa, optioned by George C. Priest- 
ley of Bartlesville, was filed today. The 
authorized capital is $10,000,000, and 
the incorporators are Harry R. Isaacs. 
Aaron Finger and Charles W. Bush, of 
Wilmington, Del. WwW. TS. 





NEW COMPANY PLANS TO LAY PIPE 
LINES. 

WILMINGTON, DEL., April 19.—(Spe- 
cial Telegram)—With a capital of $10,- 
000,000 the Central Oil Company of 
Delaware has been incorporated to take 
over and develop oil lands in Oklahoma, 
Texas and Southern California, and to 
construct pipe lines from the Oklahoma 
and Texas oil fields to the Gulf of 
Mexico, where the oil will be exported. 

Charles Whiteley Bush, a Wilming- 
ton attorney, who, with Harry R. 
Tsaacs, and Aaron Finger, are the Dela- 
ware incorporators of the company, 
said today that he had secured the 
charter for George C. Priestley, a Bart- 
lesville, Oklahoma oil man, who is act- 
ing for others. 

Mr. Bush said he knew nothing of 








uously without trouble. 
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the plans of those back of the propo- 
sition beyond the fact that they in- 
tended to develop oil lands in the 
states mentioned and to lay pipe lines 
between the fields and tidewater. 

He had no idea that Standard Oil 
was back of the new company. Mr. Fin- 
ger and Mr. Isaac are law students in 
Mr. Bush’s office. Mr. Bush will be a 
director and the Delaware agent of the 
company. A. C.D. 


HIGH AVERAGE OF PIPE LINE DE- 
LIVERIES IS MAINTAINED. 

TULSA, OKLA., April 16.—(Special)— 
Deliveries by the three principal pipe 
lines during the first half of April were 
naintained at the average rate of 131- 
044 barrels a day, reaching almost to 
the high mark of 131,257 barrels a day 
attained during the corresponding 
period in March. The Prairie Oil and 
Gas Company again drew on its tanked 
oil, taking 3358 barrels a day out of 
storage. Runs from the weris by the 
three large companies in the first half 
of April averaged 127,685 barrels a day, 
as compared with 128,320 barrels a day 
in the first fourteen days of March. 
Before the end of the present month the 
Oklahoma Pipe Line Company, which 
has completed the third eight-inch line 
south, will be pumping oil through to 
Baton Rouge. This will cause a further 
increase in deliveries. 


PIPE LINE RUMORS. 


There is a persistent rumor that the 
Standard pipe line from Oklahoma to 
Baton Rouge is soon to be doubled. It 





would not be at all surprising if a sec- 
ond eight-inch line is laid from here as 
far as the Caddo field or at least to 
some point from which a line could be 
easily diverted to Beaumont, Texas, for 
the purpose of supplying the John Sealy 
& Company refinery at that place. At 
one time it was thought the oil for this 
refinery might be taken to Baton 
Rouge through the Standard line and 
from there taken on barges around by 
water. Now since Caddo field is loom- 
ing big on the horizon there has been 
rearrangement ef plans and Caddo 
important objective point. 
Right-of-way has already been taken 
for a line from Beaumont east to the 
Sabine river and crews are now taking 
right-of-way south from the Caddo ter- 
ritory to join the Beaumont line at the 
Sabine river. 


a 
becomes an 


There is also a fresh crop of ru- 
mors about the Uncle Sam Oil Company 
and its proposed pipe line to the Gulf. 
It now declared that the company 
will take out an Oklahoma charter, thus 
following the example of all the other 
pipe line companies. F. A. Parker of 
Muskogee claims to have been engaged 
to superintend the getting of the right- 
of-way in the state of Oklahoma for 
the Uncle Sam Company’s southern pipe 
line. When asked when he would be- 
gin work he replied that it would be 
about August 1, so it does not look as 
if there would be much doing just at 
present. 

Then, of course, there is the old ru- 
mor that the people who are buying up 
oil properties under the Priestley op- 


is 


tions are to build a pipe line to the 
Gulf. When the identity of the pur- 
chaser in this case is known a better 
opinion as to the truthfulness of this 
rumor can be formed. 


JULF PIPE LINE BEING EXTENDED 
NORTH. 


For more than a week the Gulf Pipe 
Line Company has had surveyors in 
the field marking out the way for an 
extension of its main eight-inch trunk 
line north from Watkins station on the 
east side of the Glenn field. It is said 
the northern terminus of the extension 
is to be on lot 55, Osage, a distance of 
52 miles from Watkins station. The 
pipe is now being laid and the exten- 
sion is to be rushed to completion as 
soon as possible. The line will cross 
the Arkansas river a little north of 
where the six-inch line of The Texas 
Company crosses and will run up a 
mile or so west of Tulsa. The stakes 
are already set on this portion of the 
line and everything is ready for the 
ditching. ; 

A significant move in connection with 
the beginning of work on this north : 
extension of the Gulf’s main line is 
the commencement of the construction 
of steel tanks on lot 55, Osage. Steel ; 
began to arrive there on Saturday, 
April 9. Lot 55 is owned by one of: 
the Fancher companies, all of which, 
including 28,000 acres of land, were re- 
cently optioned to J. H. Evans of the 
Matson Oil Company. It was noted at 
the time in the Oil Investors’ Journal 
that this option was.probably taken for 
Pittsburg people closely allied to the 
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Matson Oil Company. The Fancher op- 
tion is to run to April 25 and will un- 
doubtedly be taken up, the property 
going through Pittsburg connections to 
the Gulf Pipe Line Company. It is said 
one of the conditions of the Fancher 
option was that the production should 
be brought up to 5000 barrels a day. 
This has been more than done by the 
bringing in of three new wells of 
1000 barrels each. The purchase price 
will run considerably over a million 
dollars. Heretofore the Prairie Oil and 
Gas Company has been the only large 
pipe line running oil in the Osage field 
as well as in the Bartlesville field. By 
this latest move the Gulf Pipe Line 
Company becomes an active competitor, 
starting out with a large production of 
its own. The steel tanks are being 
erected on lot 55 to take care of the 
Fancher oil until the Gulf’s north ex- 
tension can be completed. The entire 
move is the most important the Gulf 
Company has made since it completed 
its line into Oklahoma from the gulf. 
The purchase of the Fancher proper- 
ties, the construction of the steel tanks 
on lot 55 and the extension of the pipe 
line 52 miles with all connections means 
an outlay of probably $2,500,000. 


GYPSY CLOSES DEAL WITH 
CHARLES PAGE. 


After negotiations continuing over 
several weeks the “vpsy Oil Company 
has completed the purchase from 
Charles Page of a large acreage in the 
Taneha district of the North Glenn ex- 


tension. The several tracts lie in sec- 
tions 1-18-11, 2-18-11 and 6-18-12, ag- 
gregating 700 acres. There are several 
producing wells on the various tracts 
with a total output of about 400 bar- 
rels. The price paid has not been given 
out but is reported to be $175,000. 

Contingent on this deal between Mr. 
Page and the Gypsy Company is one 
between Mr. Page and his old associate, 
R. A. Josey, by which Mr. Page takes 
over all the Josey holdings with Page 
in properties in the North Glenn ex- 
tension. It is said this deal will now 
be closed up, but particulars are not 
obtainable. It is believed Mr. Josey re- 
tires from the partnership with not 
less than $150,000. 


MONEY FROM THE PRIESTLEY 
DEAL. 


It is not yet known just how much 
money is to be distributed as a re- 
sult of the Priestley deal at Bartles- 
ville. It has been generally supposed 
that much the larger share of the 
money would go to residents of Bartles- 
ville and that as 2 consequence the 
Bartlesville banks would be overflow- 
ing with cash, but as a matter of fact 
the stockholders of the several com- 
panies absorbed are widely scattered. 
Quite a bunch of the money will go to 
residents of Stevens Point, Wis. The 
companies selling out in which Stevens 
Point people are interested are the 
Stevens Point Oil Company, to which 
$335,000 goes; the Wigwam Oil Com- 
pany, to which $335,000 goes; the Ap- 


pleton-Osage Oil Company to which 
$400,000 goes; the Waukesha Oil Com- 
pany, to which $80,000 goes; and sev- 
eral smaller companies to which $215,- 
000 goes; making a total of $1,365,000. 
Of this sum about half a million dol- 
lars goes to citizens sf Stevens Point. 

One of the beneficiaries of the Priest- 
ley deal is Eugene Blaise, president of 
the defunct Farmers National Bank 
of Tulsa, which was reorganized into 
the present Exchange National Bank. 
When the Farmers National failed Mr. 
Blaise promptly set about to make good 
his indebtedness to the bank and for 
that purpose gave a mortgage deed to 
the receiver for $60,000 on all his oil 
properties. It left him a poor man but 
it was believed the security was am- 
ple to discharge the ‘ast dollar of obli- 
gation the bank held against him. The 
sequel proves this to have been true. A 
single property held under the mort- 
gage was optioned to Priestley for $60,- 
000, exactly the amount of the mort- 
gage, and has been accepted and paid 
for. Thus Mr. Blaise receives money 
enough to dischare+ his obligation to 
the bank and raise the trust deed, with 
two or three good oil properties now re- 
leased to him and given to him free 
of incumbrance. 


PRESIDENT CULLINAN IN TULSA. 


President J. S. Cullirqn of The Texas 
Company arrived in Tutsa April 15 and 
received a very hearty welcome from 
members of The Texas Company’s of- 
fice force here as well as from friends 
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generally. He was accompanied by R. 
C. Holmes, manager of The Texas Com- 
pany’s refining department, and the 
visit no doubt had something to do 
with the refinery the company nas com- 
menced to build at Lefebre. 


STANDARD OIL OFFICIALS IN TULSA 


A special train arrived at Tulsa 
April 16 at 1 o’clock in the afternoon 
bearing a large party of Standard Oil 
officers. They came here directly from 
Muskogee and had been inspecting the 
new line the Standard has just com- 
pleted from Oklahoma to Baton Rouge. 

In the party were J. D. Archbold, vice 
president Standard Oil Company; J. A. 
Moffett, vice president Standard Oil 
Company; A. C. Bedford, treasurer 
Standard Oil Company; H. C. Folger, 
Jr., assistant treasurer Standard Oil 
Company; W. C. Teagre, airector Stand- 
ard Oil Company; C. N. Payne, vice 
president and general manager of Na- 
tional Transit Company; J. W. Van 
Dyck, representing manufacturing in- 
terests of the Standard Oil Company: 
J. E. O’Neil, vice president and general 
manager the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany, and J. C. Donnell, vice president 
and general manager the Ohio Oil Com- 
pany. 

The party was met at the Midland 
Valley station by D. F. Connolly, presi- 
dent of the Tulsa Commercial Club, and 
other prominent members of that or- 
ganization, with automobiles and taren 
for a ride over the city. A call was 
made at the offices of the Prairie Oil 
and Gas Company. Here were wait- 
ing Mayor-elect Martin and other citi- 
zens as well as a number of oil pro- 


ducers. It was the first time vice 
president Archbold had been in Okla- 
homa in four years and he seemed to 
have been greatly impressed, especially 
with the substantial growth of some 
of the cities he had visited. The party 
left late in the afternoon for Bartles- 
ville and other poirts north. 


A CORRECTION. 


The name Muskogee was inadvertent- 
ly used in the last report in the Oil 
{nvestors’ Journal in referring to the 
well drilled by the Creek Drilling Com- 
pany on the Isabella Cuff land, 4-13-14. 
It should have been Okmulgee. The 
well is about a mile and a half north- 
east of Okmulgee and five or six mfles 
south of the Preston field. After the 
drill had gone into the sand two feet 
the well made several flows and it 
looked like a good producer. On deeper 
drilling, however, the sand was found 
to be only nine feet thick. This was 
a distinct disappointment. 


GUNSBURG AND FORMAN HOLDINGS 
UNDER OPTION. 

All the Gunsburg and Forman oil 
properties are under option and the 
sale is practically assured. These hold- 
ings are very extensive and are scat- 
tered through various fields but are 
chiefly in the Cherokee shallow sand. 
There are about 60 Yeases altogether 
and the production is large. The Oil 
Investors’ Journal is not at liberty to 
give the name of the buyer but it 
can be said that neither of the big pipe 
lines companies figures in the deal. The 
selling price is above a million and a 
quarter. There are several members of 


the Gunsburg and Forman syndicate. 
The principal ones are David Gunsburg, 
Fred Forman and Frank Hostetter, all 
of Buffalo, New York. Gunsburg and 
Hostetter are brothers-in-law and both 
have operated extensively and success- 
fully in Eastern fields. 


HOGSHOOTER EXTENSION EAST. 


Shaffer Brothers of Tulsa have 
brought in what appears to be a good 
well which extends the Hogshooter dis- 
trict east towards Nowata about two 
miles and is causing much activity in 
that section. Shaffer Brothers eom- 
menced last September to drill a well 
on the Richard Collier land, northeast 
quarter of 28-26-14, but made slow 
progress. Finally the well was brought 
in at 1150 feet. The drill went six 
feet into the sand when the well began 
to flow. It has not yet been finished 
but it looks like a good well. Shaf- 
fer Brothers have 160 acres in the 
tract on which they have drilled and 
Archibald Campbell owns 100 acres ad- 
joining them on the north. The well 
indicates an important extension of the 
Hogshooter field towards Nowata and 
the east. 

GOOD WELL FOR TIGER FLATS. 

After a fishing job lasting over sev- 
eral weeks the Alluwe Oil Company has 
at last got the tools out of the hole 
on the Nicey Kennard land, northwest 
quarter of the northeast quarter of 10- 
12-12, Tiger Flats. The well began to 
flow again April 13 and since that date 
has been making 80 to 100 barrels of 
high grade oil. They are only 15 feet 
in the sand and are drilling deeper. 
The sand was encountered at the depth 
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of 2300 feet. The oil is different from 
any heretofore found in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field. It is of a decidedly green- 
ish cast and is very rich in both paraf- 
fine and gasoline. It carries such a 
high percentage of paraffine that it 
soon chokes up the pipe through which 
it is carried. Naturally it is a very 
valuable oil for refining purposes. The 
Alluwe Company will continue develop- 
ment on the Nicey Kennard. 


HENRYETTA. 


Nothing of a sensational nature has 
happened at Henryetta and the ex- 
travagant press reports sent out some 
time ago have not been justified by re- 
sults. 

The Stevirmac No. 2 on the Eliza Rey- 
nolds, 26-12-13, has never been in good 
condition since it was snot. It is mak- 
ing considerable oil Dut It is badly cut 
and is hardly in merchantable condi- 
tion. The owners had run about 2000 
barrels into a ground reservoir and 
this was washed out and sent down 
Deep Fork creek the other night when 
there was a big storm. 

The test of the Burgess Company in 
19-12-13 is practically a failure up to 
date. They found two or three thin 
sands but none that would pay and 
they then undertook to make a deep 
test. Now they are shut down at 2650 
feet waiting for six-inch casing. It is 
said they have gene through 190 feet 
of. limestone. 

The Matson Oil Company is drilling 
on the southwest corner of the south- 
west quarter of the northeast quarter 
of 26-12-13. 

The Parr Oil Company on the Lorena 
Hawkins in the northeast corner of 
the southeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter, 27-12-13, is down 1875 feet 
with no showing. This is a big disap- 
pointment as it was expected the same 
shallow sand would be found here as 
was obtained in Stevirmac No. 2 in sec- 
tion 26. They found no sand whatever 
between 1400 and 1500 feet. They will 
drill to 2100 feet. 

Robonovitz on the Julia Jackson, 
southwest corner of the northwest 
quarter of the soutnwest quarter, 23- 
12-13, is drilling at 1075 feet. Some 
gas was found and a little salt water. 


The formation is similar to that in 
the Stevirmac No. 2 in section 26 and 
they hope to get the same sand. 
Smith and Swan are drilling a wel! 
on the Willie Grimes land northwest 
corner of the northeast quarter of the 
southeast quarter, 26-12-13. They are 
also drilling in the southeast corner 
of the southeast quarter of the south- 


east quarter of 15-12-13. The latter 
well, however, is for gas. There are 
two good gas wells nearby. The old 


Smith and Swan well on the Mose 
Grayson land, 21-12-13, is making 30 
barrels of 37 gravity oil which is being 
taken by The Texas Company and load- 
ed on tank cars at its loading rack at 
Dewar on the M. O. & G. railway. 
BIG OSAGE WELLS. 

The Independence, Kansas, Reporter 
of April 14, had the following account 
of some big wells brougnt In recently 
on lot 75, Osage: 


The American Oil Company, to which 
the Gulf Pipe Line Company is pre- 
paring to lay a pipe line from Tulsa, 
has drilled in its thira well on Osage 
lot 75 within a week and has another 
big gusher. It is No. 11 on that tract 
and is making 1000 barrels. Nos. 9, 
10 and 11 have all been finished the 
past week or ten days and each has 
started off at 1000 barrels or better. 
Nos. 7 and 8 were of equar caliber and 
they are the five best wells brought 
in on any property in the Mid-Conti- 
nent field during the past six months. 
Possibly there have been that many 
good wells drilled on some other lease, 
for instance in the Hamilton Switch 
pool, but it is not bellevee any other 
lease with wells of this initial capacity 
can show the staying quality the sand 
does in this part of the Osage. Wells 
in this vicinity have produced several 
hundred barrels a day for a year and 
then after a shot startea off at 1500 
barrels. 


PRESTON. 


Production at Preston April 15 was 
4009 barrels. Nothing nas occurred to 
stop the general downward tendency of 
things in this field. . 

The well of the Soutnern O11] Com- 
pany on the Joe Nail land, north half 
of the southwest quarter of 10-14-12, 
is dry at 2160 feet. This well first 
came in as a big gasser and then went 
to salt water. They drilled deeper. 
hoping to get a lower oil sand, but 
found nothing. This failure probably 


shuts off further drilling In that part 
of the field. 

The Roeser well on the Agnes Bell, 
17-15-18, is 2100 feet deep and cased. 
They will drill deeper and if they fina 
nothing will go back and shoot the 
upper sand. It looks 11ke a light well. 

The Prairie Oil and Gas Company is 
rigging up on the Mount G. Butler, 
19-15-13, and on the Sarah Adams in 
8-14-12. The same company is down 
1825 feet on the Louisa Lewis 13-14-12, 
and has a bad hole on the Pleasant 
Berryhill, 13-14-12. 

The Justin No. 1 on the Reynolds, 
14-14-12, has the tools stuck in the hole. 
No. 2 on the same farm dropped 1650 
feet of casing in the hole and has a 
fishing job. No. 4 on the same farm 
is rigging up. Justin No. 2 on Pearlie 
toberts 5-acre tract, 11-14-12, has tools 
in hole at 2115 feet. The Justin No. 
1 on the Milder Gibson, 12-14-12, was 
shot April 14 with 260 quarts of glycer- 
ine and the well has since been spray- 


ing a little oil but the shot did little 
good and it may he set down as a 
failure. 


CHANGE FOR THE BETTER IN HAS. 
KELL FIELD. 

There is a feeling of greater hope- 
fulness among those operators who are 
interested in Haskell field. At one time 
it looked very mreb as if things had 
gone to pieces there and that drilling 
would cease, but perseverance, as well 
as virtue, has its own reward and there 
was a break in the long list of dry 
holes when the Gulf O11 Company, own- 
er of one of the two good wells which 
have given the Haskell field its place 
on the map, brought in a fairly good 
well on the Mahala Bruner land, north- 
west corner of section 29-15-15. This 
well is reported to be making at least 
100 barrels. 

But the event which seems to turn 
the tide is the bringing in of the No. 
3 by the Vicmar Oil Company, April 
11, on the Viola Matthews land, section 
19-15-15. The drill went ‘12 feet into 
the sand when the well began to flow 
ten barrels an hour. The depth is a lit- 
tle short of 1500 feet and the oil is 
identical with that found in the ori- 
ginal Coody well. The oil undoubtedly 
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comes from the Coody sand and it is 
the only well drilled in the field out- 
side the Gulf No. 1 and the Coody No. 
1 that has this sand. It is a little 
more than half a mile north and a quar- 
ter of a mile west of the old Coody 
well. 

The sand taken from the Vicmar No. 
38 is of fine quality. It not only has 
the proper color and texture but the 
petroleum odor attached to it is so 
tenacious that it is impossible to wash 
it out. 

NOTES. 


Heavy rains have fallen throughout 
the oil fields of Oklahoma during the 
past two weeks and now there is an 
abundance of water everywhere for 
drilling purposes as well as for all 
other purposes. It is the first time the 
ground has been thoroughly wet since 
January. 

Cc. M. Van Pelt, president of the Man- 
hattan Oil Company, operating on lot 
168, Osage, and E. P. Jaeger, secretary 
and treasurer of the Paragon Oil Com- 
pany, operating on lot 56, Osage, have 
come to Tulsa to take offices for their 
companies. 

During a heavy rainstorm Wednes- 
day night, April 13, lightning destroyed 
five 1600-barrel tanks belonging to J. 
BE. Crosbie and situated in the Bald 
Hill field. They contained about 1000 
barrels of oil. The same night the 
Coody Oil Company lost two 1600-barre!} 
tanks in the Haskell field. 

The big ten-story fireproof hotel 
seems to be assured for Tulsa. This 
comes largely through the liberality 


and enterprise of ol1 men. It is to 
cost $400,000 and is to me a very hand- 
some structure. J. E. Crosbie has been 
selected as trustee for the subscribers. 

President Cullinan of The Texas Com- 
pany remained in Tulsa until Sunday 
morning, April 17. He was in town 
Saturday, April 16, the day on which 
the Standard Oil officials arrived, and 
he and Manager Moran went to call 
on them and pay their respects. The 
meeting took place on the special train 
on which the Standard people were 
traveling and was a very cordial one. 


Vice President Archbold made an ex- 
cellent impression while he was in Tul- 
so. He is a small, wiry man of nervous 
temperament with very bright eyes and 
is as plain and unassuming as a farm- 
er. He submitted to being interviewed 
by the reporters and said enough to 
make himself agreeable. 


T. H. Bass, who has been in Tulsa 
for several weeks, has two men at 
work for him in the Caddo district and 
has succeeded in getting three tracts 
of land within a mile of the Guffey 
well. There is a great deal of figur- 
ing on Caddo in Tulsa just now. The 
impression is very strong that a big 
field is about to be opened. 

Joe Thompson, late superintendent of 
the Gulf Company’s Oklahoma pipe 
lines, had to give his position be- 
cause of poor health. He has been 
suffering from rheumatism and is now 
at Claremore taking the baths. He is 
improving slowly and expects to make 
a trip to California this summer. 

Murray Doan, formerly with the Sun 
Company at Beaumont, has arrived in 


Tulsa and has taken a position in the 
land department of the Gulf Pipe Line 
Company. Just now he is very busy 
getting right-of-way for the company’s 
extension into the Osage field. 

The Gulf Pipe Line Company com- 
menced the work of pulling the north 
extension of its eight-inch line across 
the Arkansas river April 13. This was 
quite an undertaking but was accom- 
plished without a mishap. Application 
has been made by the company to lay 
pipe lines in Washiugton county. The 
Bartlesville oil field is situated in this 
county. J. Ri 





CENTRAL OIL COMPANY TO TAKE 
OVER PROPERTIES OPTIONED 
BY PRIESTLEY. 


BARTLESVILLE, OKLA., April 16.— 
(Special)—The name of the new com- 
pany which has just been organized to 
take the property optioned by George C. 
Priestley, is the Central Oil Company, 
organized under the laws of the state of 
Delaware. The ineorporators are not 
as yet known here. Mr. Priestley is 
still in New York on business connected 
with the organization of the new com- 


pany. W. H. Johnson and Percy D. 
McConnell, who were associated with 
him, have returned. The attorneys of 


the company, Veasey & Rowland, are 
busily engaged in effecting the trans- 
fers. In addition to the properties list- 
ed in the last number of the Journal, 
there are included in the deal the Mo- 
hawk, Como, Lucknow, and Leader Oil 
Companies managed by P. D. McConnell, 
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together with leases held by him and 
R. W. McConnell. 


OSAGE. 


The American Oil & Gas Company has 
completed three wells on lot 75 and 
all started at, or around, 800 barrels. 
They are Nos. 9, 10 and 11, on the north 
side, extending west. 


WANN. 


Some time ago the National Oil & 
Development Company drilled a well 
with a machine to the Bartlesville sand 
on the Sarah Chandler allotment in 31- 
28-14. The company has just built a rig 
over the old hole and will drill it in 
and shoot it. It is in the southwest 
corner of the allotment. 


DEWEY. 


The Puritan Oil Company has com- 
pleted No. 2 on the C. Crittenden al- 
lotment in 2-27-13, which is the second 
location from the south on the east 
line. 

Phillips & Compauy have completed 
Nos. 7, 8 and 9 on the Lizzie Longbone 
land in 11-27-13. They were all good 
for 35 barrels. This completes the 
east line of this allotment. 

The Niagara Oil Company has com- 
pleted No. 7 on fee land in 11-27-13 on 
the James Walker allotment. The same 
company is now drilling No. 3 on the 
northeast corner of the Lillie Walker 
land in 14-27-13. 

Freeman E. Hertzel is drilling No. 
5, the northeast location, on the Joe 
Powell 10 acres, iv 12-27-18, to the 
shallow sand. This offsets the Niagara 
Oil Company’s well to the north. He 
is also drilling Ne 1 on the Joanna 
Rowe in 6-27-14. 

The National Oil & Development 
Company has completed No. 3 on the 
Christian Gulager for a 25-barrel pro- 
ducer. This well was within ten inches 
of the west line «f the property, and 
within thirty feet of the south line. The 
adjoining operators are taking steps 
to make them abandon It as it is in the 
section line. 

J. H. Carruthers & Son have com- 
pleted Nos. 8 and 9 on the Ora Yellow- 
jacket twenty-acre allotment in 7-27-14. 

The Octo Oil Company has completed 
No. 3 on the Joe Glory land in the 
same section and is drilling No. 4. 

The Niagara Oil Company has a rig 
up for a deep well in the second lo- 
cation from the north on the east line 
of the Mary Wilson land in 12-27-13. 
offsetting the Chattahoochie Oil Com- 
pany’s recent deep well. 


HILDERBRAND POOL. 


The Matoaka Oil Company (Jackson 
and Irwin) has just completed its No. 
2 for 40 barrels in the northeast cor- 
ner of the Rachel Burns allotment in 
20-26-13 in the Holland sand, and has 
moved south one location for No. 3, 
which, when completed, will be the 
fifth well in this new pool. 

W. L. Norton, who has the James C. 
Cowles, Jr., lease in 16-26-13, will drill 
a shallow well in the middle of the 
north side of the lease. This offsets 


the gasser recently brought in by the 
National Oil & Development Company 
on the Ettie Whiteturkey lease which 
had such a good stew in the shallow 
sand. 
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RICE CREEK. 


The National il & Development 
Company has a 25-barrel producer in 
its first test on the Augusta Blevins 
land in 29-26-13. 


HOGSHOOTER. 


The German-American Oil Company 
has completed Nos. 9, 10 and 11 on the 
Robert Brown land in 6-25-14 for 50- 
barrel producers. 

Shaffer Bros. have finally completed 
their well in 28-26-14 on the R. Col- 
lier land for a 100-barrel producer. A. 
D. Morton is drilling No. 2 on the 
Geo. Russell land in 33-26-14, second 
location from the south on the west 
line. Bell & Preston are drilling No. 
1 on the George Parris land in 33- 
26-14, offsetting the original Morton 
well. There has been a great deal of 
activity in taking up leases in this 
neighborhood. 


NOTES. 

Thirty-two carloads of 8-inch pipe 
have been unloaded at Dewey by the 
Kansas Natural Gas Company for a 
pipe line to the Hogshooter district. 

The National Refining Company is 
offering 2 cents premium over the 
Prairie’s price of 88 cents for crude 
oil. 

The report that Stubbs and Law had 
sold their property to the National is 
without foundation. 





IN THE CHEROKER SHALLOW SAND. 

NOWATA, OKLA., April 15.—(Spe- 
cial)—The venture of the Cudahy Com- 
pany on the Arthur Randall, section 8- 
26-16, resulted in a 1,500,000-foot gasser, 
just what they wanted. They moved 
the machine back to the Joe Randall, 
where they will drill for oil on the 
No. 5 location. 

The Alluwe Oil Company has com- 
pleted No. 2 on the Jennie Palmer al- 
lotment, section 4-26-16. This well is 
located in the southwest quarter of 
the southeast quarter of section 4-26- 
16 and is one location in the direction 
of the Claggett pool. The owners say 
it will make 20 barrels. 

The Progressive Oil Company has a 
bad fishing job at No. 10 on the Maria 
Claggett. The jars broke just as the 
last screw in the sand was finished. 
They will be a week now in complet- 
ing. They have a good show for a 
30 or 40-barrel well. 

The Chapin Oil and Gas Company is 
shooting No. 8. This is an offset to 
the Progressive Oil Company’s No. 10 
and it is showing for about 25 barrels. 

The well drilled by Ed. Drake and 
others west of Nawata, about which 
there has been so much said on the 
streets of Nowata since it was drilled In 
March 24, after the shot, was cleaned 
out four days and used about eight 
barrels per day for fuer. rt has to its 
credit for the first 15 days of pumping 
300 barrels of oil in tankage, and the 
owners claim it is making 25 barrels 
now. They have established a small 
pumping power and the Prairie Oil and 
Gas Company is laying a 2-inch line 
to the well. The Prairie has bought 
110 acres from G. W. Ellis, lying a lit- 
tle northeast of the Drake well, pay- 
ing $25 per acre. 

H. W. Bilakslee, (wno is the patentee 
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of the Keystone pumping power) has 
bought the twenty acres owned by Or- 
lena Wolf in the northwest quarter of 
the southwest quarter of section 24-27- 
15. No. 1 in the southeast corner of 
20 is reported good for 400 barrels. 
There is a dry hole on the Annie Lucas 
in the same section only about 1000 
feet north. 

Clarke and Johnson are preparing to 
drill a test well on the Elizabeth Scott 
allotment, section 27-27-15. This is 
two miles ahead of the nearest pro- 
duction in the west end of the Delaware 
extension. If this should come in good 
there will be something doing in this 
neck of the woods. 

Green Bros. and Alderson have No. 8 
completed on their holdings in section 
14-25-16, and have a well about the 
caliber of the others—20 barrels. 

Gunsburg and Forman got a dry hole 
on the Eva Dick, southeast corner of 
the 30-acre lot in the southwest quar- 
ter of the northwest quarter of the 
southeast quarter o1 section 24-27-15. 
It is between two wells, either one of 
which will make 400 barrels. 

Never has there been a well brought 
in near Nowata which caused more ex- 
citement than that of Green Bros. and 
Shaffer Bros., the latter from Tulsa. 
The well is on the Jessie Collier in the 
southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 28-26-14. The owners 
have been delayed from one cause or 
another since January of this year. 
Part of the time they could not get 
water and they had other difficulties 
which held them up until Tuesday the 
12th, when they ert the Bartlesville 
sand. The well started to gas and 
they shut down until the crowd left 
for home, when they went back and 
drilled it in that night. When 15 feet 
in the sand the well made _ several 
flows over the derrick. It shows quite 
a lot of gas and oil and the sand is 
of fine quality. Producers who have 
been fortunate enough to hold leases 
nearby are jubilant and predict that 
the well will make from 50 barrels up 
to 200 barrels after the shot. A. Camp- 
bell of Coffeyvilie has 110 acres 1400 
feet north of the well and thinks he 
is strictly in it. m 

Some Illinois people are drilling a 
test in the southwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of section 24-27-16, 
on the Susie White allotment. This 
location is one mile northeast of pro- 
duction in the Childers pool. There is 
a line of dry holes north and east with 
a small show to get out between a 
dry hole near the center of section 25 
and a dry hole one-half mile north of 
the drilling well. 

The Tiawah Oil Company has com- 
pleted No. 17 on the Leona Cates farm, 
southeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of section 26-27-16, and has a 
40-barrel well. They have made lo- 
cation for No. 22 on the same allot- 
ment. 

The rains of the past ten days have 
given water to almost all parts of 
the field and wells which are in Iso- 
lated districts are improving their time 
drilling. , WwW. J. K. 





Rural Gas Co., of Crawford, W. Va., 
capital $25,000; incorporators: E. G. 
Davison of Crawford, J. W. Ross, John 
B. Mitchell, both of Weston, W. Va., 
and others. 
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From a Special Correspondent to the Petroleum World, London. 


MEXICO CITY, March 1.—Nothing 
published in recent years concerning 
the oil trade has aroused so great an 
interest and created as much comment 
as “The History of the World’s Great- 
est Cut-Rate War,” contained in the 
February number of The Petroleum 
World. There was a rush to purchase 
extra copies of it, and the promised 
pamphlet is eagerly awaited. Nor was 
the interest confined to oil men. The 
fight between the Waters Pierce Oil 
Company and the interests headed by 
Sir Weetman Pearson has wide-extend- 
ing political and financial ramifica- 
tions, and has for more than a year 
been a topic of discussion in banking 
circles, political clubs and social gath- 
erings. 

Most of the facts presented in the ar- 
ticle have long been familiar to those 
who make it their business to delve 
beneath surface indication, but the 
massing of the essential factors which 
enter into this great fortune-wrecking 
fight enables all concerned in it to 
view the subject in perspective. It was 
a stroke of enterprise rather uncom- 
mon to a British trade journal, and 
helps to establish the claim of The Pe- 
troleum World for pre-eminence as the 
international representative of all 
branches of the oil industry. 

Sir Weetman Pearson has many 
friends in Mexico, and the announce- 
ment that he is about to make a pro- 
tracted visit here is gladly received by 
those concerned in his fortunes. There 
is a widespread suspicion that Sir 
Weetman would have better consulted 
his own interests had he spent more 
time in a personal supervision of oil 
matters in Mexico, and less in a social 
conquest of London and his quest for a 
peerage. It is an open secret that Sir 
Weetman has been kept in the dark 
concerning many of the most startling 


and important of the revelations con-' 


tained in the article just published in 
The Petroleum World. He has, of 
course, been aware of the fact that all 
the various oil investments with which 
his name is associated have netted huge 
losses, but he has repeatedly been ad- 
vised that these losses were inevitable 
in the case of a newly organised corpo- 
ration, and, it is stated, has been as- 
sured that the immediate future would 


bring with it dividends instead of calls 
for additional capital. 


The Spenders. 


If Sir Weetman Pearson will take the 
time to make a thorough investigation 
into the methods pursued by the 
“Aguila Company,” as the Mexican 
branch of the Pearson oil interests is 
commonly called here, he will likely 
find that it is admirably planned for 
the spending of money, but of proble- 
matic utility in coping with the per- 
fectly equipped and experienced Waters 
Pierce. It is no exaggeration to state 
that capable oil men, who are not di- 
rectly interested on either side of this 
fight, have watched with amazement 
the successive developments of this 
struggle, and have been forced to the 
conclusion that the aim of the local 
Pearson managers was to spend the 
most money possible with the least 
profitable results. The hero of the 
popular novel, “The Spenders,” who 
attempted with more or less success the 
feat of spending one thousand dollars 
a day, could have obtained many valu- 
able pointers had he been privileged to 
work in some of the departments which 
have been handling the funds of the 
“Compania Mexicana de Petrolo ‘el 
Aguila,’ S. A.” 

It is trite to state that there is hard- 
ly a business in the world in which it 
is as essential to keep track of the pen- 
nies as in a retail oil business, na- 
tional in its scope. Even with an ab- 
solute monopoly the margin between 
losses and profits is so slight that the 
facts astound the layman in oil. For 
years, during which it had a practical 
monopoly of the retail trade in the 
great southwestern section of the Unit- 
ed States, the Waters Pierce Oil Com- 
pany sold illuminating oils at average 
profits of less than one cent a gallon— 
and was prosecuted because of alleged 
extortion. In order to derive this Eng- 
lish halfpenny of profit per gallon, the 
company was compelled to keep rigid 
watch over hundreds of sources of ex- 
pense. The fraction of one per cent 
spelled losses or profits. A slight rise 
in freight rates meant a complete re- 
adjustment of prices. No semblance of 
extravagance was tolerated in any de- 


partment; no man was employed be- 
cause of favouritism; no influence was 
potent enough to secure an unwarrant- 
ed increase in wages for any individual 
—from the lowest labourer to the high- 
est salaried individual the system ex- 
torted the maximum of effort for the 
minimum of pay. A plug was every 
ready to be applied to any one of the 
thousand possible leaks in the dam 
which held back the floods of losses; to 
avoid even the appearance of waste was 
almost a religion, and, even then, with 
the greatest oil merchant the world has 
ever produced at its head, the Waters 
Pierce was content with a profit of less 
than one cent on a gallon of oil. 

The same policy was followed in 
Mexico, and during the entire course 
of this fight with the Pearsons the 
Waters Pierce has not deviated one 
step from the path of reducing every 
expenditure to the lowest point com- 
mensurate with good _ service. The 
merest novice in the retail oil trade 
knows that any other course spells dis- 
aster and eventual bankruptcy. 


Long Continued Bad Fortune. 


It evidently never has occurred to 
the Mexican managers of the Pearson 
interests that anything was to be 
gained by practising those conventional 
economies which have made fortune for 
the Standard Oil Company and the 
Waters Pierce. The article in last 
month’s number of The Petroleum 
World gave an accurate summary of 
the physical disasters which have be- 
fallen the Pearson enterprises within 
the last eighteen months. The destruc- 
tion of the great Dos Bocas well; the 
failure of the San Cristobal and Capoa- 
can oil fields, thus leaving the huge 
Minatitlan refinery high and dry, like a 
stranded ship; the expenditure of for- 
tunes in a futile effort to bring in new 
fields to take the place of the depleted 
San Cristobal and Capoacan; the neces- 
sity for vast importations of crude 
oils from the United States in order 
to fill foreign contracts; the puzzling 
delay of the Furbero fields to make 
good repeated predictions of their ca- 
pacity; the return from England of 
oils refined at Minatitlan because of de- 
fects in the product which made them 
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unsaleable abroad; the fiasco in fuel oil 
contracts with the Mexican Railway 
Company, and one entailing heavy pen- 
alties, to say nothing of loss of prestige 
—these and many other unfortunate 
happenings can possibly be charged 
against a series of perverse and uncon- 
trollable natural events, happenings 
which no foresight or judgment could 
avert. 

Those who are intimately acquainted 
with the peculiar organisation of the 
Aguila Company—or, more accurately, 
perhaps, with its utter lack of effective 
organisation—are inclined to believe 
that the losses of the company would 
have been nearly as great had none 
of these natural disasters occurred. It 
is the deliberate opinion of men com- 
petent to judge of such matters that 
the Mexican branch of Sir Weetman 
Pearson’s oil enterprises would have re- 
turned a deficit had it been possible 
to pump crude oil from the Gulf of 
Mexico or from the Coatzacoalcos River 
direct into the Minatitlan refinery. 

Those who are inclined to regard this 
as an extravagant statement may be re- 
minded that a barrel of Mexican crude 
oil delivered at a refinery is not worth 
much more than $1.50 Mexican curren- 
cy, and no estimate will place it higher 
than $2.00. This means that the raw 
material in a case of Mexican refined 
oils costs from 30 to 50 cents at the 
maximum (a case consisting of ten 
gallons), this calculation giving a wide 
margin for losses in refining. When 
it is considered that the Aguila has 
been selling its products at losses rang- 
ing from $1.00 to $4.00 a case, it be- 
comes readily apparent that the result- 
ant disaster cannot properly be charged 
against the loss of the Dos Bocas, the 
exhaustion of the San Cristobal, the 
strange tardiness of the mysterious 
Furbero fields, or against any other of 
the factors enumerated in last month’s 
issue of The Petroleum World. 


Mistakes of Judgment. 


The amateur oil experts and sanguine 
investors allied with Sir Weetman 
Pearson are fond of declaring that the 
situation will be entirely changed when 
they “strike oil.” Ignoring the fact 
that it may be indiscreet to make an 
investment of $20,000,000 in an oil en- 
terprise in Mexico prior to a certainty 
that oil has been struck, it should occur 
to these gentlemen that the Waters 
Pierce refineries are already surround- 
ed with what seem to be inexhaustible 
supplies of native crudes. It, there- 
fore, follows that if the Pearsons event- 
ually strike a dozen new wells of the 
reputed flow of the lost Dos Bocas, 
they will then be merely on a crude 
oil par with their great rival, and wil! 
yet have to win a place in Mexico 
through superiority in the processes of 
refining, and through the perfection of 
economies in the marvellous science of 
the distribution and marketing of the 
products of such refineries. 

It is the simple truth to state that 
experienced oil men in Mexico are 
either bewildered or disgusted over the 
tactics which have been followed by 
the managers of the retailing branch 
of the Pearson interests. To watch 
them one would think that the great 
and powerful Waters Pierce would be 
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frightened into surrender by boasts and 
predictions emanating from the luxuri- 
ous local offices of the Aguila, or that 
victory could be attained through the 
providing of automobiles for employees 
drawing a salary of more than $25 a 
week. In the providing of these ex- 
pensive luxuries for employees. the 
Aguila Company certainly has fixed a 
mark never before attained by a cor- 
poration not yet on a paying basis. If 
Sir Weetman Pearson decides, during 
his pending visit, to deprive his loca! 
staff of automobiles, he can probably 
replace his tank wagons with the im- 
ported motor cars which now are used 
for “joy-rides” by those who are pre- 
sumed to be conducting a life or death 
struggle against the most formidable 
combination of money and brains the 
commercial world has ever known. 

This mania for the purchase and use 
of high-priced automobiles by the offi- 
cials and clerks of the Aguila—a charge 
against the company—is but one of a 
score of extravagances which have 
been tolerated since the present oil 
war started. Clerical labour is a drug 
on the market in Mexico. Capable 
young Mexicans who have graduated 
from colleges in the United States and 
abroad are eager to accept positions at 
from $50.00 to $100.00 a month, but this 
does not prevent the Aguila Company 
from hiring from the Waters Pierce 
clerks of slight experience at salaries 
of from two to four times the rate paid 
by the latter company. The salaries 
paid to the officials compare favour- 
ably with those paid by the United 
States Steel Corporation, and to the 
heads of great and profitable railroad 
companies. The office fittings must 
have cost a small fortune, and the en- 
tire establishment fairly radiates a 
prosperity which does not in the least 
harmonise with monthly trial balances 
which are said to show large and 
steadily mounting losses. 


Reckless Tactics. 


The capacity of the Aguila organisa- 
tion to distribute and sell the various 
grades of refined oils at competitive 
prices which would yield slight but 
actual profits is as yet undetermined. 
Since the formation of the company it 
has performed but one _ function—a 
more or less steady and ever reckless 
throwing of its products into the mar- 
ket at any price which the whim of 
the management might direct. This may 
seem a severe criticism, but the facts 
fully bear it out. There is no trade 
secret concerning the approximate 
minimum prices at which the various 
kinds of refined oils can be sold to net 
a profit. The Waters Pierce can tell 
almost to a penny how much it costs 
the Aguila to produce and offer a cer- 
tain grade of oil at a certain point on 
a certain date. It may be presumed 
that the Aguila has fairly accurate in- 
formation concerning the expenses in- 
curred by its great rival, but it is a cer- 
tainty that these facts. have had little 
or no weight in the determining of 
current quotations. Refined oils have 
been offered in unlimited quantities at 
prices far below the known cost of pro- 
duction, and have been delivered on 
commission or on consignment to deal- 
ers who never have been given such 
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credits by the Waters Pierce. Specu- 
lators have been permitted to absorb 
large quantities of refined oils at ruin- 
ous prices, and there is little doubt that 
many of such speculators were acting 
on behalf of the Waters Pierce. 

These tactics might prevail against 
an inexperienced and weakly financed 
oil concern, but the Waters Pierce is 
neither. There is no question of its 
ability to stand losses of millions an- 
nually for an indefinite period, and the 
certainty that this fact is well under- 
stood by the Pearson interests clearly 
indicates the policy which has been 
adopted and undoubtedly will be con- 
tinued by them. No sane motive for 
the tactics which have been pursued 
can be given, other than the one which 
will now be set forth. 


Motive of the Pearson Attack. 


It will be recalled that prior to the 
declaration of the prevailing Mexican 
oil war, Sir Weetman Pearson attempt- 
ed to come to terms with Mr. Henry 
Clay Pierce, head of the company which 
bears his name. Pearson advanced the 
claim that his position and investments 
entitled him to a considerable share of 
the oil trade of Mexico, and asked for 
half, though he probably would have 
accepted less. Mr. Pierce declined his 
terms, and war followed. 

It goes without saying that the cut- 
rate weapons used by the Pearsons in- 
flict wounds on the wielder as well as 
on the one attacked. It also follows that 
the more oil sold the greater the losses, 
assuming that rates continue below the 
cost of production and handling. The 
position of the Pearsons, therefore, be- 
comes one of threatening and, if pos- 
sible, of inflicting losses or decided re- 
ductions in profits to the Waters Pierce 
until such time as the latter will con- 
sent to satisfactory terms of amalgama- 
tion. In the execution of such a policy 
the Aguila need not necessarily at- 
tempt to make profits. Its mission be- 
comes one of inflicting the greatest 
possible losses on its stubborn rival 
with a minimum of losses to itself. 
There is nothing new in such tactics, 
but they never before have been em- 
ployed on so gigantic a scale. 

The property of the Pearsons be- 
comes, therefore, not an investment, in 


the ordinary sense of the word, but 
rather an axe or a battering ram. Its 
value depends, not on any intrinsic 


quality inherent in itself, but upon the 
mutability, stability, stubbornness and 
strategy of the force attacked. 

The fight has progressed far enough 
to reveal clearly the line of defence 
of the Waters Pierce. It is a modern 
illustration of the moral conveyed in 
the old story of the man who made the 
remarkable discovery that it was ono 
thing to hunt a lion, but quite another 
thing to have the lion hunt him. 


Tactics of the Waters Pierce. 


It is not an extremely difficult mat- 
ter to sell refined oils in Mexico or 
elsewhere, provided you offer them at 
prices well below those named by a 
rival or rivals. Without prejudice, it 
may be stated that the products of the 
Pearsons are not superior in quality 
to those of the Waters Pierce. There 
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is every reason to believe that gallon 
for gallon the cost of production and 
handling is greater to the Aguila than 
to the Waters Pierce. An unlimited 
supply of cheap native crude of good 
quality might give either side an ad- 
vantage, but there is not the slightest 
prospect that any such advantage will 
be derived in the immediate future. If 
the predictions made for new fields be 
verified, both sides will have more 
crude than the whole of Mexico can 
consume; if, on the other hand, these 
predictions prove false, both sides will 
continue to import crude oils from the 
United States. In brief, the supply of 
oil may be dismissed as a vital factor. 
The battle must be fought and won 
with refineries, distributing and mar- 
keting systems and money—millions of 
money. 


In order to inflict losses on the Wa- 
ters Pierce the new company must ab- 
sorb its trade. In order to absorb its 
trade the Aguila must offer oils at 
prices less than those quoted by the 
Waters Pierce. The latter has the dis- 
cretion to meet a cut and hold its trade, 
or to let the business go to its rival. 
Naturally, the Waters Pierce relin- 
quishes no paying business. It follows 
that every foot gained by the invader 
must be made and held at the cost of 
money losses. The Waters Pierce 
stands for high prices and profits in 
all sections of Mexico not under at- 
tack by the Pearsons. It meets suca 
cuts as it chooses, yields ground when 
the losses are not to its liking, aims to 
prevent in all cases the sale of any oils 
by its rival at a profit, and, in brief, 
pursues the same strategy which has 
been tested with success in scores of 
former battles of this kind. 


The announced ambition of the Agui- 
la Company is to supply not less than 
one-half of the retail trade of the Re- 
public of Mexico. The Waters Pierce 
shows a disposition to gratify this 
craving, but is extorting an awful 
price. In several towns and cities it 
has made no great effort to thwart the 
attempts of the Aguila to supply an 
overwhelming percentage of the local 
demand, but has seen to it that the 
prices were far below the cost of pro- 
duction and handling. The Waters 
Pierce has even urged by advertise- 
ments and other methods the general 
purchase and consumption of the oils 
of the invader. It is generally conced- 
ed that illuminating oils cannot be solid 
at a profit at less than from $5.00 to 
$6.00 a case. The Waters Pierce had 
repeatedly temporarily abandoned local 
trade when the Aguila cut prices to as 
low as $3.00 or $2.75 and even less, and 
its agents have calmly watched the 
trade flow into the offices of the new 
company. Having secured the coveted 
trade the Aguila would begin a gradual 
increase in prices for the purpose of 
curtailing losses and with a view of 
reaching a scale which would net prof- 
its. The Waters Pierce would sit quiet 
until the quotations reached $4.00, 
$4.50, or $5.00, and then suddenly post 
a quotation of $3.00 a case. Unless the 
Aguila met this cut the trade would 
return to the Waters Pierce, which 
would then raise prices on its own ac- 
count to or above the margin of profit. 
Such are the moves and counter-moves 
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in an oil war. It is an exciting game, 
but one must have millions before he 
can play it, and he may have none when 
it is ended. 


How the Aguila is Handicapped. 


Students of this contest have already 
been informed that only a part of the 
Waters Pierce territory has thus far 
been invaded by the Aguila. In scores 
of towns and cities the Waters Pierce 
still has a practical monopoly of the 
trade, and, undisturbed, sells oils at 
prices which net profits more than suf- 
ficient to offset the losses sustained in 
meeting the headlong attacks of the 
Aguila. It is the avowed policy of the 
latter to establish stations at all of 
these points. It may then be able to 
supply one-half or more of the retail 
trade of Mexico, but it will inevitably 
do this at a great loss, the amount of 
which will be fixed by the Waters 
Pierce. By the same token the Pearson 
interests can, by an enormous addi- 
tional expenditure of money, so extend 
their retailing operations that they can 
fix the total of the losses sustained by 
the Waters Pierce. When both com- 
panies cover with their organisations 
the entire field of Mexico, the one 
which does the most business will lose 
the most money, and the final result 
will be determined by the cash re- 
sources or credits of each. 

In the meantim the Aguila can make 
no headway against the Waters Pierce 
without having to meet large losses, 
and is confronted with a situation in 
which its rival has the power to make 
even temporary profits impossible. The 
Waters Pierce can sell or refuse to sell; 
the Aguila has to sell at prices dictat- 
ed by its relentless opponent, or else 
stand aside and permit the older com- 
pany to derive profits. 

Since this fight has developed into a 
measuring of losses, it follows that the 
concern which employs the best meth- 
ods of refining, the most perfect sys- 
tems of distribution and marketing, and 
which enforces intelligent economy in 
all of the multitudinous ramifications 
of the oil industry, will corresponding- 
ly conserve its resources and lighten 
the load of its losses. 


Prospects of a Long Campaign. 


The local managers of the Waters 
Pierce have become convinced that they 
are in for a fight which may last for 
years. They have evidently received 
information from headquarters that 
compromise is out of the question, and 
are quietly making preparations for a 
possible Seven Years’ War. They will 
welcome the day when the Aguila ex- 
tends its operations to every section 
of Mexico, and will witness with com- 
placency the realisation of the Pear- 
sons’ announced ambition to cater for 
half of the retail trade of Mexico. They 
know that it will take a decade at 
least to rear a selling agency which 
will compare in discipline and efficien- 
cy with the one perfected by the mas- 
terly genius of Henry Clay Pierce, and 
they believe that any extension of the 
Pearson operations will inevitably be 
followed by an increase in the percent- 
age of losses. 

In such a contest the result surely 
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will be derived by the financial exhaus- 
tion of one of the companies, and the 
managers of the Waters Pierce have 
sublime confidence in the contents of 
their treasury vaults. There is not the 
slightest indication that the Standard 
Oil Company will be called on to render 
aid of any kind to the Waters Pierce, 
the majority of whose stock it owns. 
Mr. Pierce is a hardened veteran in oil 
wars, and has attained a competency 
which enables him to participate in 
such a war with a zest not disturbed 
by temporary losses. It is reported 
that Mr. Pierce recently remarked to a 
friend that there would be plenty of 
time to consider a compromise after 
his company had lost £10,000,000. This 
sum of money would enable him to 
supply Mexico with free oil for twenty 
years, at its present rate of consump- 
tion. 

While it is doubtful if the war will 
reach a stage in which oil will actual- 
ly be given away, it is confidently pre- 
dicted that the near future will witness 
reductions in prices which will make 
the present money-losing quotations 
appear high. Since it is evident 
that victory will be won by the side 
which can endure the most severe fi- 
nancial strain, it becomes immaterial 
what prices are fixed, the sole object 
being more speedily to inflict losses on 
the other side. It promises to be a 
fight well worth watching, and it is in- 
evitable that the capital squandered 
will amount to a total which will stand 
as a record for generations to come. 


The Deutsche Bank Makes an Investi- 
gation. 


Considerable history has been made 
since the article in last month’s issue 
of The Petroleum World appeared. One 
of the most significant has been the 
visit to Mexico of Dr. Philip Ernst 
Lehner, who is now conducting an ex- 
haustive examination of the Mexican oil 
situation, and especially of the prop- 
erties and concessions belonging to, or 
affiliated with the Pearson interests. 
Dr. Lehner represents the Deutsche 
Bank, of Berlin, in this study of the 
situation, and the interests of this great 
financial institution in the matter may 
be presumed to be a banking secret. 

On his arrival in Mexico, Dr. Lehner 
proceeded almost directly to the Pear- 
son refinery at Minatitlan and called 
on Superintendent Von Harden, an old 
and personal friend of his. It is known 
that he was not invited to go through 
the refinery, and that his visit result- 
ed in little or no personal knowledge 
of the workings of the establishment 
in which the Pearson interests have in- 
vested millions. Superintendent Von 
Harden is said to have frankly told 
Dr. Lehner that he was not at liberty 
to tell him anything concerning the 
production of the various oil fields 
owned or leased by the Pearson inter- 
ests, and he was given no opportunity 
to inspect the San Cristobal and Ca- 
poacan fields adjacent to the Minatit- 
lan, the reported failure of which has 
forced the company to make enormous 
imports of crude oils from the United 
States at heavy expense and inevitable 
large losses at the present prices of 
refined oils in Mexico. 

Dr. Lehner then visited Mexico City 
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and called on the leading officials of 
the Waters Pierce Oil Company. He 
was given every opportunity to make a 
full investigation of its refineries in 
Tampico and Vera Cruz, of which 
courtesy he later made use. Dr. Leh- 
ner was anxious to visit the famous 
Furbero oil fields, the mysteries of 
which were discussed in the last num- 
ber of The Petroleum World. He met 
Mr. Percy N. Furber, president of the 
company controlling the field, in which 
the Pearson interests have invested 
not less than $2,500,000 in a railroad 
and pipe line, intended to transport the 
oil from the field to the mouth of Tux- 
pan River, and then by a submarine 
pipe to a buoy near which tank steam- 
ers are presumed to anchor and load. 
There have been so many conflicting 
stories told of the alleged capacity of 
this Furbero field that Dr. Lehner was 
extremely anxious to return to Berlin 
with data derived from personal ex- 
amination. It is practically admitted 
that the main reliance of the Pearsons 
for a future supply of native crude oils 
is. in the Furbero proposition. If the 
wells have the reported quantities of 
oils, and if they be of a quality ren- 
dering their refining practical, the 
Pearsons will be relieved, for a while, 
at least, of the necessity of making 
large importations from the United 
States, and can conduct the oil war at 
less expense and diminished losses. 

At the time of writing Dr. Lehner 
has not been granted permission to 
make the desired inspection of the 
Furber properties. He has made an 
examination of various properties in 
the Tuxpan district, and has learned 
what is common knowledge in Mexico, 
viz., that the Ebano fields, controlled 
by Mr. E. L. Doheny, are the only ones 
of real consequence yet developed in 
the Republic, though the properties of 
the Mexican Fuel Company, practically 
owned by Mr. H. C. Pierce, promise to 
rival the Ebano in their production. 

Dr. Lehner is reliably quoted as say- 
ing that as far as his investigations 
had gone he was not favourably im- 
pressed with the plants, fields and 
prospects of the Pearson oil interests, 
neither does he consider that Mexico 
gives immediate promise of becoming 
an important factor in the interna- 
tional oil situation. He will make fur- 
ther attempts to investigate the Fur- 
bero oil fields, and will then return to 
Berlin and make his report to the 
Deutsche Bank. 


Latest Rumors Concerning the Furbero 
Fields. 


Reliable information from the mys- 
terious Furbero oil fields is to the ef- 
fect that the railroad is actually com- 
pleted, and that the pipe lire will be 
finished shortly. The indications are 
that it will soon be possible to make 
an actual test of the practicability of 
loading tank steamers anchored three 
miles out in the Gulf of Mexico from 
the flexible hose connecting with the 
famous submarine pipe line. Em- 
ployees state that storms have de- 
stroyed this pipe line three times in 
the past three or four months. The 
buoys at the Gulf end of the line have 
also been torn up and badly crippled, 
but the inventors of this rather strange 
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scheme show commendable persever- 
ance. This is accounted for by the fact 
that there is no other way in which to 
tap the Furbero fields, save by a pipe 
line all the way to the Minatitlan re- 
finery, and this would cost a fortune. 

It undoubtedly will be possible to 
load ships in this manner in periods 
of comparative calm, but experienced 
mariners predict that an occasional 
wreck will result. The Pearsons are 
thus confronted with a situation hard- 
ly to the liking of a concern engaged 
in a struggle in which expenses must 
be reduced to a minimum. Their re- 
finery at Minatitlan was located on a 
river supposed to be navigable, but 
which proves to be the reverse. The 
failure of the oil fields which dictated 
its location in a remote and inaccessi- 
ble spot made it necessary to provide 
other sources of native oil supply, and 
millions were accordingly invested in 
the Furbero fields. Assuming that 
these will produce adequate supplies 
of oils, there must still be taken into 
account the whims of Father Neptune, 
and he is an irritable old god when 
visiting Mexican waters. 

However, the oil world will soon 
know all about the actual value of 
the mysterious Furbero oil fields. 
Years have passed since the wells were 
located, millions have been invested in 
consequence of the confident claims of 
the owners and their experts, and it 
will take enormous quantities of high- 
grade oils to ensure a profitable return 
for the money which has been poured 
into this field. The Pearsons do not 
control the output of this field. They 
will operate under a contract which 
gives them a call on a certain number 
of barrels daily, and will pay to the 
Furber interests about $1.05 Mexican 
currency, a barrel. The Pearsons own 
the railroad and pipe line, and may 
find it a paying investment, provided 
the field has an enormous and sus- 
tained production. In this happy event 
all of the crude oil not handled in the 
Minatitlan refinery will be thrown on 
the Mexican market, and the Waters 
Pierce Oil Company will be able to buy 
all it needs at prices dictated by the 
law of supply and demand. 


A Peculiar Situation. 


It therefore follows that the success 
of the Furbero railroad and pipe line 
can be assured only by a production 
which will flood the Mexican markets 
with cheap oils. The present consump- 
tion of refined oils in Mexico is about 
250,000 barrels annually. It follows 
that a crude oil production of far less 
than 2000 barrels a day will be ade- 
quate to meet this demand. It is 
claimed that the Furbero fields will 
show a production of from 15,000 to 
20,000 barrels daily. The question 
arises, What disposition will be made 
of the surplus? The Waters Pierce al- 
ready has all of the native oil it can 
use. The Government railroad lines 
are under contract with the Mexican 
Fuel Company, controlled by Mr. H. C. 
Pierce, for all of their fuel oils. Mexi- 
co has comparatively few factories, 
and but a limited demand for fuel oils. 
If the necessity for further imports of 
crude oils from the United States be 
obviated by the Furbero and other 
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fields already discovered, or likely to 
be discovered, Mexico will become an 
exporting nation, but that change in 
the situation will give the Pearson in- 
terests no advantage in their war with 
the Waters Pierce. The latter is not in 
any way concerned in an export trade. 
Its function has been and still is to 
eater for the retail trade of Mexico. 
It is on that ground that the Aguila 
must meet the Waters Pierce. 

One side or the other may have a 
temporary advantage in the securing 
of supplies of crude oils at low prices, 
but in the long run the original cost 
of raw materials will be about equal. 
Mexico either is, or is not, an oil-pro- 
ducing country. If it prove to be a 
large producer of refinable crudes both 
concerns will have no difficulty in ob- 
taining the relatively small amounts 
required to fill the Mexican demand. 
If the Mexican fields continue to fail, 
as they have in the past, both concerns 
will be forced to make imports. In 
either event the superiority in pro- 
cesses of refining will count for much. 
The proximity of the refineries to the 
great markets will also enter into the 
equation; but more than all else, as has 
before been cited, the overwhelming 
advantage will rest with the concern 
which is able to develop and maintain 
the most efficient systems for the dis- 
tribution and marketing of the refined 
products of crude oils, be they from 
native or imported raw materials. 

The Minatitlan refinery has not yet 
been able to treat native crudes in 
such a way as to make them accept- 
able to the foreign trade. What their 
chemists may be able to do with crude 
from the Furbero fields has yet to be 
demonstrated. With hardly an excep- 
tion, the product of Mexican wells is 
decidedly inferior to the standard 
grades of crudes in the United States 
and the other great oil districts of the 
world. Unless some process can be 
discovered to properly refine the in- 
ferior Mexican crudes no increase in 
the output of its fields will be of bene- 
fit to the Pearson interests from an 
exporting standpoint. 

The Waters Pierce Oil Company has 
not failed to take advantage of the 
fact that the Pearsons were forced to 
ship back to Mexico a cargo of oil re- 
fined at Minatitlan, exported to Eng- 
land, and there found unsaleable on ac- 
count of its offensive odours and poor 
burning qualities. The tank steamer 
San Antonio recently arrived at Pear- 
sons’ Minatitlan refinery with such a 
cargo, and shortly after the newspa- 
pers of Mexico City and elsewhere 
bristled with advertisements, such as 
the following— 

A TANK STEAMER OF SO-CALLED 
“NATIONAL PRODUCTS” RETURNED 
UNSOLD FROM ENGLAND TO 
PUERTO MEXICO. 

Do the products of our 
Competitors need a sea voyage to 
Improve their Quality? 

Why not avoid risks and stick 


to well-established Brands that you 
know are all right? 


BRILLIANT, EUPION, SOLARINA. 
THE WATERS PIERCE OIL 
COMPANY. 
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In response to this rather unkind 
taunt the Aguila composed an adver- 
tisement accusing the Waters Pierce 
of instigating the magazine articles 
which have treated of various alleged 
features of Mexican life under the gen- 
eral title of “Barbarous Mexico.” Of 
course, the Waters Pierce had nothing 
more to do with the publication of 
these articles than it had with the 
result of the General Election in Eng- 
land; but all seems to be fair in love 
and an oil war, and the “literature” 
of this fight constitutes one of its most 
picturesque features. 


Continued Importations by the Pearsons. 


Not a week passes without the circu- 
lation of rumors concerning the loca- 
tion of some wonderful well which is 
to supply Minatitlan with unlimited 
quantities of crude oil, but the fact 
remains that up to this writing the es- 
tablishment is almost wholly depend- 
ent on oils purchased in the United 
States and conveyed to Minatitlan by 
tank steamers. From July 12th, 1909, 
up to January 27th this year, total 
importations of 303,650 barrels of oil 
have thus been delivered to the Pear- 
son refinery at Minatitlan. The oil 
was purchased from the Texas Oil 
Company and the Gulf Refining Com- 
pany. It has repeatedly been charged 
that both of these corporations are 
controlled by the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, but this is really of little conse- 
quence so far as the Pearson interests 
are concerned. The fact remains that 
the failure of Mexican sources of oil 
supply has forced the company to buy 
enormous quantities of crude oils. This 
means that it has had to pay prices 
which netted large profits to American 
corporations, and is rather a peculiar 
outcome when one considers that the 
Minatitlan refinery was constructed 
with a view of starting a stream of 
Mexican refined oil which eventually 
would drive the Standard and other 
great concerns into an alliance or into 
a loss of a large share of their trade. 

The following data indicate clearly 
the plight in which the Pearson inter- 
ests find themselves. The information 
is obtained from Government sources: 
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It will thus be seen that during this 
period the Pearsons have been com- 
pelled to import from the United States, 
for refining purposes, a total of 303,- 
650 barrels of crude oil, on which they 
have been compelled to pay tariff 
charges of about $1,390,000. This oil, 
delivered at the Minatitlan refinery, 
has cost more than $7.00 a _ barrel, 
against about $2.00 as the estimated 
cost of a barrel of native crude. The 
bitterness of the rate war has forced 
prices down to a point at which enor- 
mous losses were inevitable. 

It has been learned that the Minatit- 
lan refinery, which is the property of 
S. Pearson and Son, and which does 
not figure in the assets of the Aguila 
Company, has adopted the expedient 
of billing its products to the retail- 
ing Aguila at figures which sustain nu 
apparent relation to their actual cost. 
Since there is a close mutuality of in- 
terests this is a mere matter of book- 
keeping. It is the undoubted right of 
the Minatitlan to let the Aguila have 
refined oils for nothing, and it is obvi- 
ous that the less the rate paid by the 
Aguila the less will be its recorded 
losses as shown on its books. 

In November, last year, the various 
agencies of the Aguila were said to 
have been supplied with refined oils 
from Minatitlan at the following ap- 
proximate figures— 


Aurora ....$1.90 per case of ten gallons. 
Excelsior 2.10 per case of ten gallons. 
Gasoline 2.30 per case of ten gallons. 


The Waters Pierce would undoubted- 
ly be willing to purchase large quan- 
tities at such figures, but it goes with- 
out saying that they have not been 
thus favoured. The officials of the 
»,aters Pierce decline to reveal the ac- 
tual cost of products at their refin- 
eries in Tampico and Vera Cruz, but 
any experienced oil man can give a 
fairly accurate estimate of what it 
costs to turn out illuminating oils 
from imported crudes. A former em- 
ployee of the .aters Pierce states that 
a common grade of refined oil extract- 
ed from Texas crude costs at the re- 
finery about $4.00, Mexican currency, 
a case, and that gasoline costs from 
$4.25 to $4.50 a case. There is noth- 
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ing to lead to the conclusion that 
Mantitlan can manufacture refined oils 
as cheaply as Tampico or Vera Cruz. 
The figures above quoted for the 
grades handled by the Aguila would 
not be sufficient to defray the tariff 
and freight charges, to say nothing of 
the original cost of the imported crude 
and the expenses of refining. However, 
that is a mere matter of bookkeeping, 
and there is no law to prevent the 
owners of the Minatitlan refinery from 
selling to the Aguila at any price it 
cares to fix. 


Each of the rival companies knows 
almost to a gallon how much oil the 
other sells during a month or any 
other given period. It is stated on 
good authority that the _ privilege 
granted to the Aguila of purchasing re- 
fined oils from Minatitlan at $1.90 a 
case instead of some such figure as 
$4.00 a case—assuming the latter quo- 
tation as the minimum of the actual 
cost of production—results in reducing 
the book losses of the Aguila by not 
less than $100,000 a month. It is no 
secret that even at the nominal figure 
of from $1.90 to $2.30 a case for its 
refined oils the Aguila is forced to sell 
at rates which inevitably must net 
other losses, and the trade is confi- 
dently awaiting still more radical cuts 
in refined oil quotations. 


Pearson’s Fuel Oil Importations. 


S. Pearson and Son are the manag- 
ing owners of the Tehuantepec Na- 
tional Railroad, a line in which most 
of the stock belongs to the Mexican 
Government, out in which the Pearson 
interests have a form of partnership. 
It was contemplated that the Minatit- 
lan refinery would have not the slight- 
est difficulty in furnishing the com- 
paratively small amount of fuel oils 
required for the locomotives of the Te- 
huantepec lines, and even the most 
doubtful did not anticipate that it 
would ever be necessary to make im- 
ports from the United States for that 
purpose. 

The result is interesting as indicat- 
ing how far predictions and estimates 
may go astray. In recent months there 
has been imported for the Tehuantepec 
National Railroad a total of 158,438 
barrels of crude oils for use in its 
locomotives, the importations being 
made by S. Pearson and Son. This 
brings the total of the importations to 
the impressive figure of 462,088 bar- 
rels, and should lead to the conclusion 
that, no matter what Mexico’s oil fu- 
ture may develop, its past has proved a 
bitter disappointment. Fields which 
gave very early indication of being 
large and steady producers have la- 
mentably failed, after having lured 
capitalists into making large invest- 
ments of a fixed character. The quali- 
ties of most of the crude oils discov- 
ered have been so inferior that it is 
still a disputed question if it be pos- 
sible to refine them in competition 
with the grades which flow in stupend- 
ous quantities in the fields éf Oklaho- 
ma, California, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
to say nothing of the wonderful new 
sources of supply which are being de- 
veloped in a score of sections in all 
parts of the globe. 
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It cannot be urged that oil prospect- 
ing and development is still in its in- 
fancy in Mexico. For years the Pear- 
son interests have been persistent in 
their attempts to open new fields. 
They have expended huge fortunes 
in exploration and development work. 
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The plains, valleys and mountains of 
Mexico are dotted with holes which 
represent fruitless attempts to bring 
in the long-predicted fields. The few 
wells discovered have often flowed 
freely at the start, but, later, have 
proved to be freaks of the most fickle 
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character. This does not prove that 
valuable and permanent fields will not 
yet be located, but it does prove that 
it is hazardous to invest huge sums 
of money in the hope or expectation 
that the precedents of long years will 
be overthrown. 


Pearson and Pierce: Who Will Win in the Mexican Oil War? 


“Messrs. S. Pearson and Son, who 
plunged into Mexico some _ years 
ago, and so generously spent their 
money in wildcatting for oil, during 
the past year have turned their at- 
tention particularly to the refining 
and selling business, and are now 
locked in what looks to be a death 
struggle with the Waters Pierce 
Oil Company for mastery of the 
trade.” — Oil Investors’ Journal, 
Texas. 


EXICO is making oil history at 
M a tremendous rate. The war 

between the two P.’s is a record 
as a sensation, a record for the losses 
incurred, and a record for the introduc- 
tion of new tactics in retail market 
manipulations. 

In the last issue we gave a facsimile 
reproduction of a poster and newspa- 
per advertisement employed by the 
Aguila Company in the fight. In this 
the statement was that “even the Pope 
had issued orders that only Aguila oil 
should be used.” We pointed out tha 
it might reasonably be doubted if His 
Holiness the Pope had actually been 
drawn into the oil war. As the result 
of enquiries at the Vatican the follow- 
ing contradiction has been received 
from an influential and trustworthy 
correspondent— 

“From all quarters I have had the 
answer that there is not a word of 
truth in the advertisement that ‘even 
the Pope has given orders that only 
Aguila petroleum be used’; the more 
so seeing there is not a pint of petro- 
leum used in the Apostolic palace, 
which is all illuminated with electric 
light generated by the waterfalls in 
the Vatican gardens. As for an official 
denial, they say they cannot attempt to 
contradict all the foolish things that 
are said in the name of the Pope; 
these they are obliged to leave to the 
good sense of the public not to be- 
lieve.” 

If this statement is incorrect the 
Aguila Company will naturally produce 
the warrant of the Vatican for the ex- 
clusive use of Aguila oil by the Roman 
Catholics of the Republic; but, obvi- 
ously, in a matter like oil, the Pope 
has not directed, and, indeed, cannot 
direct, what his faithful are to do out- 
side his own household. 

It is a fight without gloves, and 
the blows struck are heard in all parts 
of the petroleum world. The noise of 
the encounter reverberates through 
Texas and Oklahoma, Pearson’s friend- 
ly sources of supply; it even has an in- 
fluence on certain oil interests in this 
country, where the Aguila has disposed 
of some of the Mexican-refined prod- 
ucts of Texas crude; and it is known 
that certain banks on the Continent— 
the Deutsche and others—are anxious- 
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ly following the extraordinary policy 
of prodigality adopted by the Pearson 
people in their attempt to oust the old- 
established Waters Pierce combination. 
Colossal financial interests are in peril. 
The legality of the struggle is not in 
doubt; there is no law to prevent the 
unlimited prolongation of a trial of 
strength between great trading con- 
cerns, and there is no prospect, so far 
as we can see, of either official in- 
fluence or moral suasion influencing a 
settlement by arbitration. We have 
no Hague tribunal in the oil world, 
and, the first negotiations for a set- 
tlement having proved abortive, the 
war will most probably be drawn out 
to the day when the last cent has 
been taken out of the coffers of which- 
ever proves the weakest concern and 
the almighty arbiter of a bankrupt 
eredit calls a halt. 

Much bitterness is born of recrimi- 
nations, the attractive subornation of 
servants, and the acquisition of trade 
connections by the irresistibly seduc- 
tive process of price cutting. These 
things make a satisfactory settlement 
impossible at the present time; it looks 
in fact, as if we were in for a seven 
year’s war, and this, we need scarcely 
point out, may ultimately lead to the 
active participation of other colossal 
interests—those of Broadway, New 
York, and Berlin—already financially 
connected with the fortunes of the 
chief combatants. 

Meanwhile, all the advantages of the 
war are being reaped by the interested 
oil buyers of Mexico and the two great- 
est oil producing and refining concerns 
of Texas and Oklahoma: the Texas 
Company and the Gulf Company, who 
are supplying production for the con- 
tract needs of one of the participants 
in the fight. 


Public Interest in the Fight. 


We have stated that this oil war is 
of public interest; there is no detail 
in the manoeuvres of the rivals that 
is not critically discussed by the oil 
men of Mexico, and it appears to us 
that the chief features of the trade- 
disturbing fight and all that it means 
to the industry can only be appreciated 
when the details are carefully consid- 
ered. That is why we have crowded 
so many details into the history of the 
war. In this issue we give a mass of 
additional information, and our readers 
will see what enormous losses of money 
there will be if the fight is continued 
for a period of years. If there is not 
an early settlement, the end, when it 
does come, will have results which wili 
stagger the financial world. 

Whatever we may think about the 
methods adopted by the Pearson inter- 
ests to win 50 per cent of the oil 


trade of Mexico, in other words, a full 
half-share of the Waters Pierce mar- 
kets, there are few who will not be 
amazed at the audacity of the start of 
their enterprise. It is acknowledged 
everywhere that companies organised 
and worked on the Standard Oil model 
make it a rule to encourage the enter- 
prise of petroleum-producing undertak- 
ings. Here, then, was a concern of the 
true Standard Oil type, one owning re- 
fineries and distributing organisations 
competent to supply the oil needs of 
the Republic, and it is not -on record 
that it ever even discouraged, much less 
attempted to destroy, new concerns in- 
terested in the producing branch of the 
business. The markets were its chief, 
and indeed its only, care, and if these 
had not been attacked it would never 
have oppose the advent of a foreign 
enterprise iAto these oil fields. It is 
perfectly true that the Pearson inter- 
ests had contracting and industrial con- 
nections with the Republic before they 
took their momentous plunge into oil, 
but their entry into both the producing 
and refining fields of enterprise was 
neither more nor less than a declara- 
tion of war against the erstwhile 
peaceable possessors of the refined oil 
business. They unquestionably started 
a war of aggression. They must have 
gone into the business with their eyes 
open and weighed the consequences of 
attacking a Standard stronghold de- 
fended by clever and experienced oil 
market tacticians working under the 
generalship of one of the most highly 
respected figures of the oil industry on 
the American Continent. 

We have commented on the adverse 
influence this fight will have on the 
Mexican industry. It makes this field 
of petroleum enterprise unsafe for for- 
eign speculation; no one can foretell 
what the future has in store for a new 
company operating in this part of the 
world. There are extensive oil fields 
in Mexico, but the size and the diffi- 
cult drilling formation make an in- 
vestment of capital in them more than 
usually speculative. Besides, the strik- 
ing of oil by a new company will bring 
it under the influence of one or other 
of the interests at war. The industry 
as a whole is being damaged by the 
struggle, and on the common basis of 
the good of all it would have been just 
as well if the Pearson enterprise had 
been limited to the production of oil, 
and the markets for refined left to 
those who created them. 





INCORPORATED. 
Texas. 

Lone Star Oil Co., of Houston, capi- 
tal stock $100,000; incorporators: D. M. 
yarvin, W. B, James and A. Whittmore. 

Elm Hill Oil Company, Corsicana, 
capital stock $10,000; incorporators: J. 
R. Webb, R. C. Sanders, E. B. Murrell 
and others. 
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GENERAL PIPE LINE STATISTICS 


(Three months, 1910.) 
MID-CONTINENT REGION. 
PRAIRIE OIL & GAS COMPANY. 


Oklahoma and Kansas. 
Runs. 

1910 Total bbls. Daily avg. 
ee ES 2,529,475.26 81,595.97 
February ...... 2,106,895.06 75,246.25 
ar 2,646,312.18 85,364.91 

Deliveries. 
January . oe» »2,700,362.26 87,108.46 
February .......2,293,697.28 81,917.76 
March . .2,609,582.48 84,180.08 


Taken Out of Tankage. 


January .. 170,887.00 5,512.49 
February ...... 186,802.22 6,671.51 
RE Wesdcacas x Dab ntaskGs, Sadseace 
Tanked. 
ee 36,729.70 1,184.83 
Stocks. 
a Pe ers, 40,411,908.00 
ol ee re oe 40,199,205.88 
J errr rt 40,563,370.85 
GULF PIPE LINE COMPANY. 
Oklahoma. 
(Estimated.) 
Runs. 
Barrels Daily avg. 
5 ee 607,600 19,600 
February ...... 588,000 21,000 
eon 697,500 22,500 
Deliveries. 
Os ee 607,600 19,600 
February ....... 588,000 21,000 
PEO i ckxbeoiee 697,500 22,500 
*Oklahoma Stocks. 
Be RS ioceaceeesnces eee 5,377,570 


*Does not include Oklahoma crude 
stored in Texas. 


THE TEXAS COMPANY. 


Oklahoma. 
(Estimated.) 
Runs. 

Barrels Daily avg. 
January .. 620,000 20,000 
February ....... 588,000 21,000 
Sa 651,000 21,000 

Deliveries. 
January 620,000 20,000 
February -. 588,000 21,000 
ee 651,000 21,000 

*Oklahoma Stocks. 

a Wp a eee 2,161,500 


*Does not include Oklahoma crude 
stored in Texas. 


RECAPITULATION: MID-CONTINENT 


REGION. 
Total Runs. 

Barrels Daily avg. 

January o eee «3, 057,075.26 121,195.97 
February ..... 3,282,895.06 117,246.25 
eS 3,994,812.18 128,864.91 

Total Deliveries. 
JQnuary ...... 3,927,962.26 126,708.46 
February ......3,469,697.28 123,917.76 
ae 3,927,082.48 126,680.08 
Taken Out of Tankage. 
January ...... 170,887.00 5,512.49 
February ..... 186,802.22 6,671.51 
PE ackcktbeieaeeheerse- “S06 e000% 
Tanked. 
oe ere 36,727.70 1,184.83 
MID-CONTINENT STOCKS APRIL 1, 
1910. 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co....... 40,563,370.85 
Gulf Pipe Line Co. (est.)..* 5,377,570.00 
The Texas Co. (est.)...... * 2,161,500.00 
ce eer es 48,102,440.85 
Increase in March........ 364,164.97 


*Includes only Oklahoma crude stored 
in Oklahoma. It is estimated that these 
companies on April 1, 1910, had 3,225,- 
000 barrels of Oklahoma crude stored 
in Texas, making a total of 51,327,440 
barrels of Mid-Continent oil held by the 
three principal pipe line companies in 
the Southwest. 
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GULF COAST REGION, 


SOUTH TEXAS AND LOUISIANA. 
(Estimated.) 


Production. 
Barrels Daily avg. 
Cs See ee 928,098 29,939 
PODFUBTY ....60<% 884,544 31,591 
1 ae ae 995,551 32,083 

Shipments. 
January o vee.ek,o00, 297 39,009 
February ........1,183,547 42,269 
MONO So csce Seas 1,375,841 44,382 

ILLINOIS. 

OHIO OIL COMPANY. 
Runs. Deliveries. 
1910. Barrels. Barrels. 
January ..... 2,226,107.73 1,226,378.99 
February ....1,980,407.74 842,134.58 
BROTOR: o6cs00% 2,382,805.60 882,209.21 
Daily average runs......... 76,864.69 
Average regular deliveries.. 28,458.36 
Average other deliveries .... 57,042.51 
Stocks. 

February 1 ............... 28,455,129.01 
SOAS ESS eer 28,385,374.64 
a re rere 28,373,855.01 
Decrease in March ........ 11,519.63 


PENNSYLVANIA-LIMA-KENTUCKY. 


Runs. 
Barrels. Daily avg. 
SORUBTY «2000s 2,701,741.14 87,152.94 
February ......2,401,821.29 86,100.76 
rr 2,999,630.63 96,762.28 
Deliveries. 
SGMUBTY «<0 5,751,613.69 185,535.92 
February ..... 5,145,170.90 183,756.10 
UTD osc sis sie ws 5,783,403.61 186,561.41 
Stocks. 
hg Ze ee 16,850,337.16 
DERE csc OsG bu hve seusenmee 16,706,220.13 
MEN oases ea eats eS ea wae 17,473,566.31 
Increase in March.......... 767,346.18 


STOCKS OF LIGHT OIL SHOWED IN- 
CREASE IN MARCH. 


A comparison of light oil stocks in 
the principal producing regions of the 
United States, between the months of 
March and February, show a decided 
increase in March, the total at the close 
of this month being 97,174,862.17 bar- 
rels, and at the end of February, 96,- 
054,870.65 barrels. Thus, the total in- 
crease for March was 1,119,991.52 bar- 
rels, or a daily average increase of 36,- 
128.76 barrels. 

Following are the average daily re- 
ceipts in the different light eil fields 


by the principal lines during Febru- 
ary and March: 





Field. Feb. March. 
Pennsylvania ...... 71,702 61,175.99 
PS ee 13,139 12,316.09 
os ee 1,259 1,307.01 
LL aoe 70,729 76,864.69 
Mid-Continent ..... 117,246 128,864.91 

ANMORD. Gsnicswiewsixe 274,075 280,528.69 
Increase in March............ 6,453.69 
PIPE LINE DELIVERIES OF LIGHT 

OIL. 


Following are the average daily 
shipments and regular deliveries by 
the principal pipe lines from the vari- 
ous light oil fields in February and 
March. 








Field. Feb. March. 
Pa.-Lima-Ind.-Ky. .183,756 186,561.41 
EE Sere 30,076 28,458.36 
Mid-Continent ..... 123,918 126,680.08 

ENE: 15 65 cece eee 337;750 341,699.85 
Daily avg. receipts. .274,075 280,528.69 
PITPOTOROR ns ib Scns 63,675 61,171.16 


PIPE LINE STOCKS OF LIGHT OIL. 

The stocks of Oklahoma and Kansas 
oil held by the Prairie Oil and Gas 
Company, amounted to 40,563,370.85 
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barrels on April 1. The stocks held by 
the Gulf Pipe Line Company and The 
Texas Company in Oklahoma, were es- 
timated at 7,539,070 barrels, and the 
stocks of Oklahoma crude held by these 
companies in Texas were estimated at 
3,225,000 barrels, which would make the 
total stocks in the tanks of the pipe 
line companies west of the Mississippi 
51,327,440.85 barrels. 

The total stocks of the various 
grades of oil held by the principal pipe 
line companies at the close of March, 
compared with a month. before, and 
not including producers stocks, were as 
follows: 


Stocks April 1. 


eo kk rr 5,518,849.55 
ESS 1 ey ore aera r 4,123,514.20 
REAR M RONEN = 6155 Shs th 104-4 ed wd 0 485.478.39 
Illinois, Eastern lines...... 3,637,610.16 


Illinois, Ohio Oil Co........ 28,373,855.01 
Mid-Cont., Eastern lines... 3,708,114.01 
Mid.-Cont., Western lines. .51,327,440.85 


TOUR! TAME. Bo6ss0awa wees 97,174,862.17 
TOCA BIBTCH. 1 io. cccccase 96,054,870.65 
Increase in April........ 1,119,991.52 
Daily avg. increase...... 36,128.76 
Stocks March 1. 
POMMBVAVANIG osc cc eck sccas 5,310,710.80 
REP ere eee 3,658,943.6 
SEE «oo snk ask been oe 443,589.57 


Illinois, Eastern lines . 3,138,017.80 
Illinois, Ohio Oil Co........ 28,385,374.64 
Mid-Cont., Eastern lines .. 4,154,958.27 
Mid-Cont., Western lines . .50,963,275.88 





Total DIATCH ©. ciisc cei cx 96,054,870.65 

yi) i: ale Eee ee 96,481,444.17 

Decrease in Feb......... 426,573.52 

Daily avg. decrease..... ° 15,234.77 

Stocks February 1. 

Grade. Barrels. 
Pennsylvania 5,336,369.13 
Lima-Ind. ... eevee 3,001,055.42 
PE, win wean sce s Gees 391,424.01 
Illinois, Eastern lines ..... 3,340,116.44 
Tilinois, Ohio Oll Co.......... 28,455,129.01 
Mid-Cont., Eastern lines 4,211,372.16 


Mid-Cont., Western lines ..51,175,978.00 


WOU! WED. 2.05 sek wcdves 96,481,444.17 


ei tie i ery 96,891,416.81 
Decrease in Jan.......... 409,972.64 


Stocks January 1. 


PORMEFIVATNIA  o0s5.50c ec csis 5,384,904.33 
Oo ia eer ee ee 3,827,694.09 
ee a aren 423,694.04 
Illinois, Eastern lines ..... 3,351,756.00 
Illinois, Ohio Oil Co........ 28,671,543.04 
Mid-Cont., Eastern lines .. 3,912,294.90 


Mid-Cont., Western lines ..51,319,530.41 


TOTAL GO. Fo kas 650400. es 96,891,416.81 
On: BO Eke ew sce eenea 97,114,929.07 


Decrease in Dec. .......% 223,512.26 





FOR 


COAL, OIL AND GAS 
LAND LEASES 


WRITE 


C. W. DEMING CO. 


REAL ESTATE DEALERS 


TULSA, OKLA. 
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THE CRUDE PETROLEUM MARKET 


Quotations on Credit Balances as Post- 
ed by the Pipe Lines. 


SOUTHEAST TEXAS. 
Sun Company. 
Nov Dec Dec Apl Ap] Jun Jul 
12 10,26 15 22 9 565 
Spindletop ..56 56 60 75 75 75 80 
Sour Lake ..54 54 54 75 75 75 177 


Batson .....54 53 53 72 73 73 75 
Saratoga ...54 53 53 72 73 73 7 

Humble ....566 54 54 7 75 73 175 
Dayton .....50 50 50 67 67 70 72 


All oil run on the basis of 60 degrees 
F. temperature. 
Gulf Pipe Line Company. 
Oct Nov Dec Mch Apl Jun Jul 
12 10 5 5 21 15 8 
Spindletop ..57 55 55 55 75 75 80 
Sour Lake ..55 53 53 53 75 75 177 
Saratoga ...55 53 53 53 73 73 175 
IAtson: ..2<0 55 58 53 53 73 73 Ts 
Humble ....57 55 53 60 75 73 75 
The Texas Company. 
Credit balance quotations suspended 
by this company June 8, 1908. 
NORTH TEXAS. 
Navarro Refining Company. 


March 6 
CORRICAMG. TERRE iio o kiss Se dieleccces 70 
MODBBICA WCET s.b.6ic.s 0.02006 o.5.5:0.8 <0 35 55 
PEORTIOCUR TOMAS 6 o.0.c 6.5 c:cniewcceeeee 55 


KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA. 
Prairie Oil and Gas Company. 


1909 1910 
Crude July 21 Mar. 17 
30 gravity and above. .$0.35 $0.38 
Below 30 gravity...... 728 .30 


Gulf Pipe Line Company. 


1907 1909 

Dec.5 Apr.14 

COUN Aes chan eases $0.35 $0.30 
May 25 Mar. 17 Mar.23 


1909 1910 1910 
Crude .......+. $0.33 $0.36 $0.38 





The Texas Company. 
1909 —— /1910 
Apr.10 May 17 Apr. 1 
CIO 666s besenes $0.30 $0.33 ° $0.38 
EASTERN STATES. 
Pennsylvania ......... 


ele AS rr rrr erm rE ee 
Mercer county black oil . rr 
Pe SEEN, os ia 4.5156 2 <.10:0' 6.0m alee boca e 





Ng eis og oN pe 6 ee As ace aS 
(fro 7” a er erro 
MNSNRN MENERIURS \c:<0<'4:.0'10--0\4- erie 910: 0:.8)0/G ise 00:8) 4.10 
Indiana ..<... Moe ee eer ee ee 
Illinois, 30 degrees and above .... . 
Illinois, under 30 degrees ......... 62 
POR PERO NE,  AUNGRS 6-5. bes: 05656046 Winicte gee -60 
RINNE soe a orale sna ca pevale-nleloteiee 72 
VO US pees ric are iano ar -45 
WON oe aiotere oie acatere eres erelers ane ere age 1.24 





PERMANENT INJUNCTION GRANTED. 


In the suit of T. H. Garner et al vs. 
the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Company 
et al, to restrain the defendants from 
permitting salt water from its wells to 
flow into Hilderbrand’s Bayou, a per- 
manent injunction was granted April 2 
in the Sixtieth district court at Beau- 
mont, Judge Hightower presiding, the 
injunction to be effective this year 
from April 15 to September 1, and each 
successive year from March 1 to Sep- 
tember 1. The plaintiffs include practi- 
cally all the rice farmers in the vicinity 
of Beaumont, including the Beaumont 
Rice Canal Company, while the defend- 
ants were practically all the producers 
at Spindletop, among them the Guffey 
Company, Sun Company, Unity Oil Com- 
pany, and the Right of Way Oil Com- 
pany. The plaintiffs were represented 
by attorneys Taliaferro & Barry and 
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Watts & Wheat, while the defendant 

hice ce hg calecae C. TEXAS AND LOUISIANA SUMMARY 
Proctor and D. Edward Greer for the beet 












Guffey Company, Carlton & Townes for 
the Unity Company, Greer, Minor &\, 
Miller for the Sun Company, and W. D. 
Gordon, for the Right of Way Oil Com- 
pany. 

As soon as the decision of the cour 


i" 


(April 1 to 15.) 

Gulf Coast production on April 15 was 
placed at 36,260 barrels, of which 21,- 
330 barrels was credited to the South- 
east Texas districts and 14,930 barrels 
to the Louisiana fields. Caddo still 


was rendered, the producers began to) leads with 10,500 barrels, 3000 barrels 
get busy providing storage for the salt}'more than Humble, the next highest 
water to avoid having to shut down}field in the Gulf Coast district. Caddo 
their wells. The Guffey Company built \Shows a gain of 1000 barrels since 
a 1400 by 680-foot earthen tank along,\March 31, and Humble shows a gain 
the shell road, between the Higginsmof 350 barrels since the same date. 
steel storage and the hill, which will)¥The bringing in of a flowing well on 
hold 800,000 barrels and the Sun Com-fjthe southern end of the Hermann tract 
pany and Unity Oil Company built an'{by the Sun Company, together with the 
earthen tank on the McFaddin proper-.|big well of the Producers Company on 
ty, which will hold 500,000 barrels. Wil- the Carroll Oil and Gas Company lease 
son-Broach have built a small earthen ‘to the east of the field, makes it ap- 
tank between the Unity Oil Company ‘pear that Humble has a chance to again 






lease and Spindletop avenue, and Thom- 
son and Henderson have built a levee 
around the Weed lease. The Right of 
Way Oil Company has laid a line to the 
old Brice earthen tanks south of Lucas. 
These tanks were full of-fresh water 
and they had to set up a pump and 
empty them before they were available. 
Unless the smaller producers can make 
some arrangements with the above 
named companies, it looks as if some 
of the producing wells in this field will 
have to be shut down. The Guffey 
Company is also storing salt water in 
the Batson and Saratoga fields. 





VESSEL SHIPMENTS OF OIL FROM 
PORT ARTHUR AND SABINE. 

Vessel shipments of crude oil from 
Port Arthur during the first half of 
April amounted to 98,979 barrels, com- 
pared with 49,069 barrels in the cor- 
responding period in March. The ship- 
ment of refinery products from the 
same port was 194,219 barrels against 
184,534 barrels during the first half 
of March. Of the above amounts the 
Gulf Refining Company loaded 262,322 
barrels, of which 252 barrels was as- 
phalt, and 3871 barrels were miscella- 
neous dock deliveries. The Texas Com- 
pany loaded 30,876 barrels, of which 427 
barrels were miscellaneous dock deliv- 
eries. The Gulf Refining Company 
loaded for Manchester, England, 39,311 
barrels refined, and 36,807 barrels, re- 
fined for London and Grangemouth, 
England; also 52,938 barrels refined 
for Amsterdam, Holland, and 19,- 
783 barrels crude, and 1205 barrels, re- 
fined, for Minatitlan, Mex. , 

At Sabine, the Higgins Oil and Fuel 
Company loaded 2835 barrels of crude 
oil for Galveston, Texas, and also made 
miscellaneous dock deliveries of 1104 
barrels. 





Supler Oil Co., of Clarksburg, W. Va., 
capitai $10,000; incorporators: J. B. 
Supler, Ernest Hutton and T. M, Hood. 





FREDERICK G, GLAPP 


Geological Engineer 
331 Fourth Avenue, PITTSBURG, PA. 


Expert Examinations and Reports on 
Oil and Gas Lands. Explorations, 
Surveys and Maps. 


take the lead which it held so long 
and only lately relinquished to Caddo. 


THE CRUDE OIL MARKET. 


No change is reported in credit bal- 
ance or contract prices in the Gulf 
Coast fields. Interest centers in the 
Caddo situation. Four new wells in 
that district are producing over 7000 
barrels a day and others are due in 
within a few days. Contracts at Cad- 
do expire between May 1 and July 1 and 
The Texas Company is offering 40 
cents on renewals. The top price under 
the existing contracts is 60 to 62 cents. 
Whether the increasing production at 
Caddo will affect prices in the other 
coastal fields probably will depend 
upon developments between now and 
the end of June, when some of the 
present contracts expire. 

FIELD OPERATIONS. 

Thirty-seven wells were completed 
during the first half of April with a 
total initial output of 7720 barrels. 
There were 76 drilling wells and 13 
rigs up reported on April 15, in the 
Gulf districts. 


CADDO. 

Thirteen wells were completed at 
Caddo in the first half of the month, 2 
being oil, with 3015 barrels initial out- 
put, 5 gas and 6 dry. Producers 1 
on the Levee Board, 1800 feet south- 
east of the Trees 4 on the Stiles, started 
at 160 barrels an hour from the deep 
sand. Twenty-two wells were drilling, 
3 rigs were up and 14 derricks had 
been erected April 15, and 9 locations 
had been made in the Hart’s Ferry- 
Potter’s Point territory. A detailed re- 
view of the Caddo development and 
list of completed and drilling wells 
will be found under a Shreveport date 
line on another page in this number of 
the Journal. 

HUMBLE. 


On Saturday afternoon, April 9, while 
the crew were pulling out to set strain- 
er in the Producers 6, Carroll Oil and 
Gas Company lease at Humble the 
well blew in with terrific force, flow- 
ing at the rate of 3000 barrels of oil 
per day, no water. The flow soon in- 
creased and that night was estimated to 
be making at least 6000 barrels. The 
oil was coming up through the 4-inch, 
6-inch, 8-inch and inside and outside of 
the 10-inch and was flowing at leas 
20 feet over the tep of the derrick. 
The flow continued until Monday night 
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ROSS-MEEHAN FOUNDRY CO. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN., U. S. A. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Grey, Malleable and Vanadium Steel Castings 
FOR OIL PRODUCERS AND REFINERS 
RIVER CLAMPS A SPECIALTY 

















at 9 o’clock when *te well shut itself 
off and has made nothing since. On 
the morning of the 10th the water be- 
gan to come in, greatly increasing the 
flow of the well. Until this time, the 
well had not made a drop of water. An 
artesian flow had been cased off at 
about 1800 feet and is it supposed that 
the 6-inch pipe had parted, letting in 
the water at that depth, as no water 
had been encountered below. 

The well was drilled to a depth of 
about 2525 feet and marks an important 
epoch in the future drilling in this 
field. It is located one and one-quar- 
ter miles due east of the discovery well 
and is 60 feet east of the Carroll Oil 
and Gas Company No. 3, drilled several 
years ago and lost on account of in- 
ability to set strainer. There is an old 
well on the same lease pumping 33 
gravity oil from about 2000 feet. The 
present well is also 33 gravity and 
is 60 or more feet deeper than any pre- 
vious test on this land. It has 200 feet 
of oil bearing furmation, the last 60 
feet being especially rich. There is 
280 feet of open hole at the bottom, no 
strainer having been set. The well 
shortly began to cave, and for a while 
it looked as if the rig would be lost 
as the pumps were covered up, but the 
shutting off of the well prevented any 
loss. All pipe has been recovered and 
there was no loss of material. 


The Carroll Oil and Gas Company, 
composed of R. E. Burt, J. S. Cullinan 
and George W. Carroll, has a lease on 
200 acres, on which this well is located. 
Messrs. Burt and Carroll have 50 acres 
adjoining and R. E 6urt has 100 acres 
(all leased land) adjoining. Both of 
these tracts are also leased to the Pro- 
ducers Company. F. E. Koehler, pro- 
prietor of a Houston grocery, owns the 
above 350 acres. Mr. Burt has 250 
acres under lease on the east, adjoin- 
ing. Officials 0% the Producers Com- 
pany estimate the total production of 


the well to be about 6000 barrels, bur 
other estimates have placed the produc- 
tion as high as 15,000 barrels. 

The Producers Company has built a 
derrick and will drill another well 
on the same lease immediately. 

Of almost as much importance as the 
Producers’ well is te Sun Company 32 
on the Hermann lease which was 
brought in early rm April, flowing 
about 1000 barrels of fluid, of which 
200 barrels was oil. This well at the 
present time is flowing strongly, mak- 
ing about 2000 barrels of fluid, 500 bar- 
rels being oil. The well was not prop- 
erly finished and no doubt would make 
more oil if the hole was in good shape. 
It extends the proven territory consid- 
erably. 

Of the 8 completions at Humble in 
the first 15 days of April, 3 were oil, 
with an initial output of 3520 barre: 
as compared with 16 producers i 
last 15 days in March, having an initial 
production of 170 barrels. There we: 
17 wells drilling April 15 as against 2 
drilling March 31. There were 4 r'g 
on April 15 and 2 on March 31. 

SPINDLETOP. 

There were 8 wells completed at 
Spindletop in the first 15 days of April, 
4 being oil with initial output of 795 
barrels as compared to 5 producers co 
pleted in the last 15 days in March 
with initial output of 390 barr« 

April 15 there were 7 wells drill: 
compared to 8 on March 31. ‘4 

only 1 rig up April 15, as compared 
with 3 March 31. 

The chief item of interest in this field 
was the bringing in of the Hunter No. 
1 on the Rowe lease, flowing 600 bar- 
ris. The well was completed at a depth 
of about 975 feet and came in on the 
7th. It flowed steadily for two days at 
the rate of 500 barrels per day. The 
well was put to pumping on the 10th, 
and made at the rate of 250 barrels 


until the 14th, when it again began to 
flow and is now making 400 barrels of 
oil, natural. The Rowe lease is located 
in the southwestern portion of the field 
near the T. & N. O. railroad. 

Guffey Company 120, Gladys, 60 bar. 
rels; Cassie Oil Company 23, Higgins, 
35 barrels, and the Guffey Company 108, 
Gladys, (deepened) 100 barrels were the 
other producing wells completed in the 
first half of April. 

SOUR LAKE. 

Sour Lake reported 6 completions in 
the first half of April, all of them being 
producing wells with an initial output 
of 245 barrels. There were 3 drilling 
wells and 1 rig up on April 15, as com- 
pared to 4 drilling wells and no rigs 
on March 31. 

The 245 barrels new production is di- 
vided as follows: Gilbert 46, Gilbert, 40 
barrels; Sun Company 23, Sun Company, 
35 barrels; Hardin County 17, Hardin 
County, 25 barrels; H. Tyson & Com- 
pany 2, Tyson, 10 barrels; Keever & 
Gordon 3, Marks, 35 barrels, and Sun 
Company 24, Sun Company lease 100 
barrels. The last well is flowing at 
the rate of 100 barrels per day, 16 
gravity oil and was completed at a 
depth of 500 feet. 


SARATOGA. 

There was but one completion in 
Saratoga in the first 15 days in April, 
namely Paggi Bros. 12 on the Kirby 
1-2 acre which showed an initial pro- 
duction of 20 barrels. Six drilling wells 
and 2 rigs are reported en April 15, 
as compared with 6 drilling wells and 1 
rig on March 31. 

JENNINGS. 

Jennings reports but one completion 
for the first 15 days in April with an 
initial production of 125 barrels as com- 
pared with 1 completion the last half 
of March with an initial output of 330 
barrels. Gulf, Refining Company of 
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Louisiana 20, Arnaudet, was brought in 
under air, making 125 barrels of oil. 
There were 4 wells drilling and 1 rig 
up on April 15, and an equal number 
reported on March 381. Producers’ 87, 
Latreille, which was brought in last 
month making 330 barrels is now mak- 
ing 500 barrels per day. 


BATSON. 


There were no completions at Batson 
the first 15 days of this month. Guffey 
28, Wing, an old well which was being 
deepened, became junked and was aban- 
doned. The record for the last 15 days 
in March showed 2 completions with an 
initial production of 35 barrels. Five 
wells were drilling and 1 rig up on 
April 15, as compared with 4 drilling 
and 1 rig up March 31. 


MARKHAM. 


There were no completions at Mark- 
ham the first half of this month and 
but one drilling well, namely the Burke 
1, which is located due west from the 
Clem well. The latter well began to 
flow after strainer was set and well 
baled and made 800 barrels for two 
days. On the morning of the 14th it 
sanded up and has not produced any- 
thing since. They are now cleaning it 
out. The gas pressure has been very 
strong in this well. 


HOSKINS MOUND. 

There is practically no change in the 
situation at Hoskins Mound since the 
first of the month. Mound Oil Company 
23 is still making about 900 barrels of 
good oil. The 800-foot air compressor 
purchased from the Crowley Oil and 
Mineral Company was damaged in tran- 
sit and is now being assembled. When 
completed this machine will be used 
to blow wells No. 17 and 20. 


GOOSE CREEK. 

There have been no completions at 
Goose Creek so far this month and only 
1 well is drilling, namely Producers 
4 on the Ashbel Smith. 


VINTON. 


Five wells were reported drilling at 
Vinton on April 15. The Hooks Com- 
pany set strainer at approximately 1650 
feet and had a faint showing of oil, 
salt water standing up within 200 feet 
of the top of the hole. This well is at 
present shut down waiting on an air 
compressor to test it. 

Following are the tables of daily pro- 
duction and well statistics for the first 


half of April, and detailed field re- 
ports for the same period: 


NET DAILY PRODUCTION OF GULF 
COAST REGION. 
(Estimated.) 


Southeast Texas. 





District Mar. 15 Mar. 31 Apr. 15 
SEERLORR: «.s0.6.0:4-0 3,075 2,900 2,900 
TRB POOD ccs eacec 2,900 2,850 2,800 
EPORIBIG: o.5.5:0:4.5-0 6 6,550 7,150 7,500 
Sour Lake ...... 3,200 3,240 3,300 
Spindletop ..... 3,390 3,320 3,750 
Hoskins Md. .... 1,200 900 900 
MORHECEM 6 :6.0:4.600- 100 180 180 

MBORED, 6 ics 6 <ielerse 20,415 20,540 21,330 


*Includes Dayton, Piedras Pintas and 
Markham. 





Louisiana. 

District Mar. 15 Mar. 31 Apr. 15 
J@nDiINGs .....4s% 4,400 4,015 4,300 
oS. See 7,15 9,500 10,500 
ee 130 130 130 

"TOUANE aoe: sksceiss 11,680 13,645 14,930 


*Includes Anse la Butte and Welsh. 
Gulf Coast Region. 





District Mar. 15 Mar. 31 Apr. 15 
Southeast Tex. .20,415 20,540 21,330 
Louisiana .« <4... 11,680 13,645 14;930 

TOtAIS: 6205.05. 82,095 34,185 36,260 


GULF COAST WELL SUMMARY. 


April 1 to 15. 
Wells Completed. 


District Com. Oil. Dry. Abd. Pdn. 
District 31 15 31 15 15 
Sour Lake .... 6 6 0 0 245 
SAratege .....- 1 1 0 1 20 
io) eee 0 0 0 4 0 
Bumble ....... 8 3 5 9 3,520 
Spindletop .... 8 4 4 2 795 
FORMINGS «...... 1 1 0 0 125 
TOROIG) 6.5.0: s.5508 37 pg 20 46  T56 
Totals last 
half of Mch..37 31 **6 7. 2,865 
*5 gassers. **4 gassers. 
Wells Drilling and Rigs. 
—Drilling— —Rigs—Totals 
Mar. Apr. Mar. Apr. Apr. 
District 3 15 31 15 15 
Caddo. ..0:+....<84 22 6 3 25 
Sour Lake .. 4 3 0 1 4 
Saratoga ... 6 6 1 2 8 
Batson ..... 4 5 1 1 6 
Humble .....21 17 2 4 21 
Spindletop .. 8 7 3 1 8 
Jennings .... 4 4 1 1 5 
Anse la Butte 2 2 0 0 2 
Hoskins Md.. 0 es 1 re ss 
Markham... 1 1 0 0 1 
Goose Creek. 1 1 0 0 1 
Welsh . 3 0 0 3 
VINCON. «0.55 5 5 0 0 5 
Totals ....89 76 15 13 { 
TOUS Deere 82) 66.6 cess ses tecwes *104 


*Includes Vinton, which was not tab- 
ulated in April 6 report. 


CADDO. 
Caddo field report will be found un- 
der Shreveport date line on another 
page in this number of the Journal. 


HUMBLE. 

















































COMPLETED. 
Sun Co. 32, Hermann, flowing 500 
bbls. 
Producers 6, Carroll Oil & Gas Co., 
3000 bbls. 


McCarvel & Wentz 11, Cherry, dry. 
Burt-McGaffey 2, Marshall, lost hole. 
Esperson 20, Hermann, dry. 
D. B. Cherry 1, Mason, water. 
Decker & Paddock 5, Dunman, dry. 
G. C. Wood 11, Heywood, 20 bbls. 
Completed 8, oil 3, initial output 3520 
bbls. 


DRILLING. 


Producers 49, 59, 72, 80, 81, 82, 84, 
Hermann. 
Producers 122, Conway. 
Producers 123, Mason. 
Producers 124, Hamilton. 
Producers 125, McAshan. 
Simms & Farish 3, Chicago-Texas. 
Esperson 2, Holmes. 
Mechanics Oil Co. 1, Charpiot. 
Sun Co. 92, Moore. 
Sun Co. 33, Hermann. 
Producers and 99 Co. 120, Bailey. 
Drilling 17. 
RIGS. 
Producers 126, Harral. 
Simms & Guffey 24, Mason. 
Burt-McGaffey 3, Marshall. 
Hale & Wood 2, Malvinsky. 


DERRICKS. 


Rucker & Wood 1, Slaughter. 
Producers 7, Carroll Oil & Gas Co. 


ABANDONED. 
McCarvel & Wentz 11, Cherry. 
Esperson 20, Holmes. 
Decker & Paddock 5, Dunman. 
Guffey 3, Hirsch. 
Guffey 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, Jones. 


SPINDLETOP. 
COMPLETED. 


Guffey 120, Gladys, 60 bbls. 

Cassie 23, Higgins, 35 bbls. 

Kathleen 3, Trembly, water. 

Phelps Bros. 11, Higgins, water. 

Guffey 108, Gladys (deepened), 100 
bbls. 

Hunter and others 1, Rowe, 600 bbls. 

Stella Oil Co. 1, Hogg-Swayne, water, 
(carried in previous reports as No. 7.) 

Unity Oil Co. 42, McFaddin, water. 

Completed 8, oil 4, initial output 795 
bbls. 


DRILLING. 


Guffey 122, Gladys. 
Thomson and Henderson 4, Weed. 
Heywood Oil Co. 2, Taber 6 acres. 
Stella Oil Co. 2, Hogg-Swayne. 
Unity Oil Co. 43, McFaddin. 
L. Sneed and McReynolds 10, Cissell. 
Sun Co. 38, Star and Crescent. 
Drilling 7. 

RIGS. 


Meyers and others 1, Trey 
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DERRICKS. 
Johnson 1, McFaddin. 
Unity i, Trembly. 

ABANDONED. 


Stella Oil Co. 1, Hogg-Swayne. 
Unity Oil Co. 42, McFaddin. 





SOUR LAKE. 


COMPLETED. 


Gilbert Co. 46, Gilbert; 40 bbls. 

Sun Co. 23, Sun Co.; 35 bbls. 

Hardin Co. 17, Hardin Co.; 25 bbls. 
Sun Co. 24, Sun Co.; 100 bbls. 

H. Tyson & Co. 2, Tyson; 10 bbls. 
Keever & Gordon 3, Marks; 35 bbls. 
Completed 6, oil 6, initial output 245 


barrels. 
DRILLING. 


Texas Co. 146, Texas Co. 
Texas Co. 147, Texas Co. 
A. H. Tarver & Co. 1, Hardin County 


lease. 
Drilling 3. 
RIG. 
Julia Oil Co. 1, Rogers lease. 





JENNINGS. 


COMPLETED. 


Gulf Ref. Co. of La. 20 Arnaudet; 125 
bbls. 


DRILLING. 


Gulf Ref. Co. of La. 34, Syn. fee sim- 
ple. 
Producers 88, Latreille. 
Cc. O. & M. 49; fee. 
Cc. O. & M. 50; fee. 
Drilling 4. 
RIGS. 


Gulf Ref. Co. of La. 21, Martin. 





SARATOGA. 
COMPLETED. 
12, Kirby 

DRILLING. 


Rio Bravo 266, Rio Bravo. 

Producers 1, Nancy Fuller. 

Bond & Simpson 1, Ogden 73 acres. 

Texas Co. 1, six miles southeast of 
field. 

Lewis Bacon 1, Parker; shut down. 


Pagegi Bros. half-acre; 20 


bbls. 


Cotton Oil Co. 1, Austin Oil Co.; 
deeper. 
Drilling 6. 


RIGS. 
Rio Bravo 267, Rio Bravo. 
Rio Bravo 272, Rio Bravo. 
ABANDONED. 
Minta Oil Co. 1, Houston Oil Co. 


suffey 


BATSON. 
DRILLING. 


99, Wing. 


Christian Oil Co. 22, Milhome. 
Sun Co. 35, Sun Company. 
Ada Belle 3, King. 
Ada Belle 4, King. 
Drilling 5. 


Juffey 


Guffey 
Guffey 
suffey 
Guffey 


Hooks 
Sabine 


Gulf Ref. Co. 1, Gray. 


Anse 


RIG. 
100, Wing. 


ABANDONED. 


98, Wing. 
43, Wing. 
44, Wing. 
45, Wing. 





VINTON. 
DRILLING. 


1; shut down. 


Oil & Mineral Co. 1. 
Producers Oil Co. 1. : 
Crowley-Vinton Oil Co. 1. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


la Butte—Rowson 3, Begnaud 


and J. Y. S. 2 Martin; drilling. 
Hoskins Mound.—Mound Oil Co. 24; 


drilling. 


Welsh.—Rio Bravo 604, 
Smith 3 and 4; drilling. 


and C. E. 
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NEW CALIFORNIA COMPANIES GET- 
TING BUSY IN MEXICO. 
TAMPICO, MEXICO, April 15.—(Spe- 
cial)—Every effort by all the exploit- 
ing companies in this section is now 
being made to reach the, much coveted 
fluid. The flirtation stage has passed 
and all concerns are in dead earnest. 
We hope at an early day to chronicle 
the marriage of the man of courage and 
nerve to his coquettish petroleum bride. 
The Mexican Fuel Company has its 
No. 1 in commission again after weeks 
of delay by accident. The well is packed 
and delivering its own oil. No. 2 on 
the same lease is being reamed for 

larger casing. 

The East Coast Company in the same 
section is down 1760 feet and has en- 
countered four good showings. This 
company’s Panuco well is 1330 feet deep 
and has had two good showings, the 
last one with considerable gas. The 
same company’s Mendez well improved 
after the shot and its second well on 
the old lease at Tuxpan gives good 
showings of gas and oil at 2000 feet. 
The well on another lease in the same 
vicinity is down 530 feet and in Cha- 
papote, the same people have lumber 
and machinery on the ground on the 
Tampico Sugar Company lease. 
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Lemone tract of 50,000 acres will soon 
be exploited by the Tampico Oil Com- 
pany, another California concern, rep- 
resented now by Messrs. Stiles and 
Whittier. The general manager is ex- 
pected daily. The owners of this com- 
pany, I am told, were formerly the con- 
trolling spirits in the Associated Oil 
Company of California. Camp is being 
installed and road being built to the 
Panuco river. It is about 15 miles out 
from the town of Panuco and adjoins 
the Ebano propertvr, 

On the Caracoal the Mexico Fuel Oil 
Company is still reaming in its No. 
2, but the continved heaving of oil 
and sand from the bottom of the hole is 
rendering it a slow and difficult propo- 
sition. 

The Pearsons are re-laying their line 
across the bar at Tuxpan to 35 feet 
of water. Their foriner line there was 
washed out by a storm some months 
ago. They imported recently for work 
in the Furbero fields some 30 Penn- 
sylvanians. For some reason they de- 
clined the work and returned to the 
states. 

Ed McDonald, a Californian in the 
employ of the Huasteca people, was 
killed last week in an accident and was 
buried in Tampico. 

JNO. W. OTLEY. 





OIL PROSPECTS LOOKING GOOD IN 
NEW ZEALAND. 


COBDEN, GREYMOUTH, NEW ZEA- 
LAND, March 3.—(Special)—The oil 
business is looking very bright out here 
and there is not the slightest doubt 
that the consolidated will go through 
with its plans, but from what I can 
make out they intend to form a sep- 
arate company on the Kotuku proper- 
ties and this is causing some delay. 

The Taranaki Oil Company’s No. 2 
well started producing 50 barrels a day 
a few weeks ago and I am informed 
would now produce about 20 barrels per 
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day. They are in a soft sand formation 


similar to California and are down 2700 
feet and are continually meeting with 
peekets of gas, so it looks good for 
more oil below. 


Lieutenant Sydenham, who is out here 


on behalf of the British admiralty, vis- 


ited the Kotuku field with me yes- 
terday and was very pleased with the 
prospects. We pumped 6 barrels out 
of an old hand-dug we1!, 83 feet deep. 
Of course it took a month for this oil 
to accumulate but all the same it was 
the real dope and pleased the navy 
man immensely. 
Our navy doubled its order for crude 
this year and I note that all of the new 
ships are being fitted to burn oil fuel. 
Kindly remember me to any of my 
friends about the Pobinson (at Tulsa) 
and tell them I am still on the map 
I am never finished talking about you 
hustling Americans and the decent way 
you find time to entertain strangers. 
You will see me over agatn I hope 
before long and when next 1 write 
I hope to have some interesting news. 
CHAS. N. TAYLOR. 





UNION NATIONAL BANK OF HOUS- 
TON. 





Two of Houston’s largest and most 
substantial banking institutions, the 
Union Bank & Trust Company, and 
the Merchants National Bank, were 
merged on March 28 as the Union Na- 
tional bank, with a capital of $1,000,- 
000, surplus of $200,000, undivided prof- 
its $103,274.62 and deposits—the larg- 
est in Texas—$8,986,460.87. The offi- 
cers of the new institution are: J. S. 
Rice, president; T, C. Dunn, active vice 
president; H. N. Tinker, active vice 
president; Geo. Hamman, active vice 
president; C. G. Pillot, vice president; 
W. T. Carter, vice president; J. M. 
Rockwell, vice president; Abe Levy, 
vice president; DeWitt C. Dunn, cash- 
ier; D. W. Cooley, assistant cashier; 
H. B. Finch, assistant cashier. 

The directors are J. S. Rice, C, G. Pil- 
lot, W. T. Carter, J. M. Rockwell, Abe 
Levy, T. C. Dunn, Jesse H. Jones, W. 
M. Rice, Frank Andrews, Jonathan 
Lane, W. O. Neuhaus, R. E. Brooks, J. 
O. Ross, Bryan Heard, C, K. Dunlap, 
J. M. West, W. F. N. Davis, Arch Mc- 
Donald, C. L. Neuhaus, Thos. H. Ball, 
J. R. Stuart, J. L. Thompson, J. . J. 
Sweeney, R. H, Baker, H. N. Tinker. 

The new bank occupies the quarters 
used by the Union Bank & Trust Com- 
pany at Main and Franklin streets. 
Additional space has been obtained on 
the Franklin street side and the bank- 
ing room will be considerably enlarged. 
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REGULARLY FOR SALE AT 
Batson, Texas.—W. M. Stephenson. 


Beaumont, Texas.—Crosby Hotel Ci- 
gar Stand; E. Szafir & Son; Beaumont 
Cigar Store, 475 Pearl Street; D. J. 
Hick’s Book Store, 594 Pearl Street. 


Dallas, Texas. — Southland Hotel 
News Stand. 

Houston, Texas.—Brazos Hotel News 
Stand; Bottler Bros., 410 Main Street; 
Rice Hotel News Stand; Grand Central 
Depot News Stand; W. S. Sims, 312 Fan- 
nin; Daniels Drug Store, Main Street 
and Walker Avenue; Jno. Bertrand, 620 
Fannin Street and 1019 Main Street; 
Mrs. A. G. Lauer, 1013 Congress. 

Humble, Texas.—Heaton & Polk. 

Laredo, Texas.—D. H. Randolph. 

San Antonio, Texas.—Gunter Hotel 
News Stand; Sam Rosenthal 336 East 
Houston Street. 

Saratoga, Texas.—J. P. Collins. 

Sour Lake, Texas.—J. T. Everett’s 
Postoffice News Stand. 

Mooringsport, La. — Mooringsport 
Drug Co. 

New Orleans.—O. E. Hill, 108 St. 
Charles Street; Hotel Grunewald News 
Stand. 

Oil City, La.—Cook .Drug Co. 

Shreveport, La.—New Phoenix Hotel 
News Stand; Opera House News Stand: 
Hirsch & Leman Co., Simon Bldg. 

Kiefer, Okla.—Edward Best’s P. O. 
News Stand. 

Madill, Okla.—The Postoffice Lobby. 

Muskogee, Okla.—Turner Hotel News 
Stand. 

Nowata, Okla.—City Drug Store. 

Preston, Okla.—C. House. 

Tulsa, Okla.—Robinson Hotel News 
Stand; Rushmore Cigar Co.; City Book 
Store; Central National Bank Bldg. 
cigar stand. 

Independence, Kas.—Carl-Leon Hotel 
News Stand. 

Coalinga, Cal.—G. M. Hughes. 

Los Angeles, Cal—Whalen’s News 
Agency, 233 So. Spring Street. 

San Luis Obispo, Cal.—St. Clair’s 
News Agency, 1035 Chorro St. 
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Chicago, Ill—Postoffice News Com- 
pany, 176 Dearborn Street. 


New York City.—Richard J. Jewkes, 
N. E. corner Pine and Nassau Sts. 

Pittsburg, Pa.—R. S. Davis & Co., 441 
Wood St.; Raubitschek Bros. at Hotel 
Newell. 

Mexico City—Blue Book Store, next 
to American Club, Avenue 16 de Sep- 
tembre. 





































THE JOURNAL. 


PUBLISHER’S ANNOUNCEMENT. 





The next issue of the Oil Investors’ 
Journal will be published by the Pe- 
troleum Publishing Company, a corpo- 
ration recently organized and chartered, 
which has purchased the stock, fixtures 
and good will of the Journal corpora- 
tion. There will be no change in the 
policy of the paper, which will be main- 
tained as a conservative trade paper 
seeking to gather as much development 
and statistical news relating to the oil 
and gas industry as possible that will 
interest and profit the producer, the 
refiner, the transporter, the buyer and 
the seller of crude oil and its prod- 
ucts, including natural gas development 
and distribution, free from competitive 
and partisan bias. The petroleum in- 
dustry is of sufficient magnitude to 
need and appreciate an exclusive trade 
journal that impartially presents the 
growth and expansion of the various 
branches of the business, and the new 
management will devote its capital and 
energies to supplying that need in as 
perfect and acceptable form as the 
free use of money and trained men wilt 
permit. Mr. Reavis, in retiring, has 
the personal satisfaction of realizing 
that he has perfected an excellent news 
service and established an enviable 
reputation for the Journal, and the 
Petroleum Publishing Company feels 
that it is fortunate mm securing such 
valuable assets, a sure foundation for 
investment. It is the ambition of the 
publishers to preserve the foundation 
and if possible to open new sources of 
petroleum information by extending its 
reports over new territory. Dependable 
reports will be maintained covering 
Texas, Louisiana and Oklahoma, as 
heretofore, and in addition there will 
be comprehensive reports from Cali- 
fornia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Colo- 
rado, Wyoming, Mexico and Canada. 
Domestic and export movement and 
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trade will be statistically represented, 
to enable the producer, refiner and 
dealer in crude and refined oils to fol- 
low supply and demand and market 
possibilities and fluctuations. 


The members of the Petroleum Pub- — 


lishing Company bring to the Journal 
some years of experience in field work 
and the gathering of trade statistics 
and will try to meet all the demands 
of publicity in an important and ex- 
panding national industry. The present 
efficiency of the Journal will be main- 
tained to the end that every subscrib- 
er and advertiser may be retained as 
satisfied and friendly patrons and the 
hope is modestly expressed that added 
news service will bring many new sub- 
scribers, advertisers and friends. 
While the field reports will be nom- 
inally under the supervision of H. L. 
Wood and the business office in charge 
bf W. D. O'Neill, both have had an all- 
ound experience, will work single or 
louble and will not shy. 

Just as soon as routine office details 
-an be adjusted the Vil Investors’ Jour- 
al will be issued once a week instead 
bf semi-monthly. H., L. WOOD. 
President Petroleum. Publishing Com- 
pany. 





NEW AND BETTER ORGANIZA- 
TION. 





The dissolution of the Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Producers Association and 
the forming of a purely state organiza- 
tion was no doubt the best thing to be 
done by the Oklahoma operators. The 
old organization had outgrown its use- 
fulness. It served a good purpose for 
a timer It did some effective work 
both at Washington and at Guthrie, 
but work of a different kind is needed 
now. The Oklahoma Oil & Gas Pro- 
ducers Association starts out under 
favorable auspices and it should have 
the cordial support of all Oklahoma 
oil and gas producers. Some sort of 
organization is an absolute necessity 
and it is hoped that the new associa- 
tion will have the co-operation and en- 
couragement it deserves. 





J. @. TABOR SUCCEEDS LOUIS FRIES, 
WHO GOES TO SAN ANTONIO. 


Louis Fries, for several years man- 
ager of the Waters Pierce Oil Com- 
pany's South Texas sales office at 
Houston, has gone to San Antonio to 
take charge of the West Texas sales 
division, with offices in the Ala- 
mo Bank building, and has been suc- 
ceeded aS manager at Houston by J. Q. 
Tabor, formerly assistant manager of 
the South Texas division. The Texas 
business of the Waters Pierce Oil Com- 
pany was taken over in December by 
S. W. Fordyce and is now operated as 
S. W. Fordyce, successor to the Waters 
Pierce Company. 





W. R. Osborne, who has been drilling 
in the Fayette, Ala., gas field, passed 
through Houston last week en route 
to Neches, Texas. He worked last year 
on a test well sunk near Néches and 
it is probable that another test will 
be started soon. The Eureka Oil & Gas 
Company is drilling its No. 8 in the 
Fayette field, located 600 fect west of 
a 4,000,000-foot gasser. 














April 20, 1910. 








GARVA STRONG, TEXAS, AND THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 


This is a symbolic group, not Faith, 
Hope and Charity as one might be led 
to suspect at first glance, but Garva 
Strong, the Mule and the Water Wagon. 
Garva is the one in the bar’l—not the 
one on the ground. He is emblematic 
of “over and short,” deductions for tem- 
perature, discounts for cash, time 
checks, vouchers and all things pertain- 
ing to oil accounting. We believe we 
give him only his due when we say that 
in this department of the game he has 
no superior, here, there or anywhere. 
He was studying out this branch of the 
business before Colonel Drake struck 
oil on Oil Creek; therefore he was ready 
and waiting to take up the work when 
the first bar’l of oil was sold, since 
which time he has been almost continu- 
ously at it. Soon after the Spindletop 
excitement started he went to Beau- 
mont, and while there became secre- 
tary of the Producers Oil Company. In 
1908, having accumulated a wad that 
was too bulky to be comfortable, he 
resigned and departed for a tour of the 
world, looping the «‘4 sphere from Ho- 
boken to Hong Kong and then back to 
Texas. He is now with The Texas Com- 
pany at Fort Worth. The picture was 
taken at Hot Springs, Ark., on his way 
back to the Center of the Universe. 
We came very near forgetting to ex- 
plain that the Water Wagon is symbolic 
of Texas, which is qaoing its best to 
climb up and be good—assisted by Wal- 
ter Sharp, Cone Johnson and other en- 
ergetic prohibition boosters—and the 
Mule—well, everybody knows that the 
mule is Mr. Bryan’s trademark. 





The Grove Oil & Gas Mineral Com- 
pany of Grove, Okla., has been organ- 
ized with a capital stock of $10,000 for 
the purpose of developing the oil and 
gas district in the northern part of 
Delaware county. The officers of the 
company are W. P. Hayes, president; 
J. R. Gibson, vice president; and J. G. 
Austin, secretary and treasurer. 
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THE OIL MEN’S BEAUTY CONTEST— THE TANK STRAPPER’S COLUMN. 
REMNANTS. 


LEMEX NOW ALONE IN THE WORLD. 


In the presence of Bill Osborn, Shorty 
Walker, Buckshot Charley Blackman, 
the Tank Strapper and Perry Wiess, 
and assisted by Tommy Thomson, 
Cashier Coplin, Vice President Pondrom, 
and Fatty Feary, our old friend Al 
Hamill joined the Order of Newlyweds 
on the evening of April 14 and sailed 
away with his beautiful bride on a 
Pullman car two hours later. Chain- 
tongs Lemex was tnere as best man, 
in his spike-tailed coat, faithful to the 
end. We were seated near enough to 
hear Lem mutter, as he passed out: 

oO Al— 

Old pal—~ 

You cut me loose 
And took a gal! 


EXPERTS WITH THE BALER. 


Pat Barkley and Pruce Greeves baled 
the punch-bowl at the Hamill wedding 
reception, and didn’t stop unrfl they had 
“baled her dry.” 


THE TRUTH. 


All there is or was or ever will be 
to Taft is Teddy’s O. K. 





HE NOT ONLY SAW STARS—HE SAW 
A COMET. 


Mister Gordon crank’d the car— 

Now he has a lovely scar!— 

Kick’d him like a Billy Goat— 

Knock’d his brains right down his 
throat! 


They were coming back from Port 
Arthur. Percy Jones was at the wheel 
and Al Emerson and Lee Gordon were 
in the tonneau. The motor stopped and 
Percy induced Lee to get out and crank 
it. Lee, you know, is familiar with 
gas engines, having snerated a number 
on the Gulf pipe “ne these last two 
years or more. He didn’t know this 
particular one was loaded, however, 
and when it back-fired he went over 
into the ditch like a dead hog. They 
picked him up tenderly and carried him 
to the nearest livery stable, where a 
veterinary surgeon e4ministered a few 
condition powders and soon brought 
him to. 


HATS FOR EVERYBODY. 


They do say that John Fisher lost 
six hats on the Burr well, west of 
Caddo. John recklessly bet all comers 
that it would be © dry hole. Here- 
after when we see JYonn petting on « 
test hole we are going to get his dope 
and play it the other way. 





HAGER HITTING THE TRAIL. 

Lee Hager. the Sage of Weesatche. 
is roaming the Rio Grande, hot-footing 
after oil indications. 

MAROONED IN JACK COTINTY. 

From Winston, the rig builder. now 
exiled in Jack county. Texas: “Tn re- 
gard to starting a searching vartv for 
Fddie Prather, T hardiv think that Is 
necessary now. This is a verv wild 
and wonlly-looking country but Ed has 
about exterminated the -wildeats -and 
gone to shooting plover. He tells me 
he kills plover here so fat that when 
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THE OIL MEN’S BEAUTY CONTEST— 
MORE REMNANTS. 














STANDING: AMOS MITCHELL, LEE 


GORDON. SITTING: PERCY 
JONES, AL EMERSON. 


Printing the pictures of rour of these 
pirates at one time is a good dea: like 
taking four pills when the doctor pre- 
scribes only one—its an awful dose. But 
we would rather do it all at once and be 
through with it, even if it gripes. It 
seems hardly necessary to say anything 
descriptive of this suartet of “beauts.” 
However, for the benefit or our foreign 
readers we will say that Amos Mitchell 
is the Beau Brummel of the oil gang 
in Texas and looks more like a matinee 
idol than a Texas Company sales agent. 
Lee Gordon is shown rolling a cigarette, 
which makes the picture a very natural 
likeness. Since the Gulf Pipe Line Com- 
pany moved into its new building at 
Beaumont, Lee has to do all his smok- 
ing outside the office. Placards 
throughout the building announce that 
the use of tobacco is prohibited. This 
works a great hardship on some of the 
talent that is penned up in the struc- 
ture. Percy Jones is a son of the late 
“Golden Rule” Jones of Toledo, Ohio, 
and is president of the S. M. Jones 
Company, dealers in oil well supplies. 
He is the original manipulator of the 
“phoney” cigarette—a cigarette with 
red paint on the end of it, making it 
look like it is fire. With this in his 
mitt, Percy playfully approaches un- 
suspecting friends and _ proceeds to 
“burn” holes in their coats. It is a 
fascinating pastime, if one is to judge 
by the enthusiasm Percy displays in in- 
dulging in it. Al Emerson is manager 
of the S. M. Jones Company, and the 
only mean thing we can say about him 
is that he ought to be careful of his 
associates when he goes out to be pho- 
tographed. Aside from this, however, 
they are all right. 








they fall to the ground they burst 
open. Of.course I know Eddie’s repu- 
tation for truth and veracity, but— 
well, I am from Missouri. Instead of 
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sending an expedition to look for Ed 
in the wilds of Jack county please 
save it to run down the next freight 
shipment that touches the Rock Island 
railway. A searching party and a trac- 
er sent from each end might locate 
said shipment—maybe.” 

What’s the matter kid—has your 
trunk gone astray? 


DANCING ON JOE’S CARCASS. 

Every paper we pick up these days, 
excepting the sheets, contains a roast 
of old Joe Cannon. Looks as if the cor- 
respondents had had it in for him these 
many moons and were only waiting 
until he was down to hand it to him. 
There’s no two ways about it—Joe 
is a dead duck. As to the demise of 
the things he stands for, we are not 
deceiving ourself. They have had a 
vigorous existence ever since Joseph 
cornered the corn market in Egypt, and 
they will endure so long as money has 
value. 


USES HIS FEET TO LOCAi« OIL. 


Bill Cunningham has received a let- 
ter from a gent in Pennsylvania who 
modestly describes himself thusly: “T 
am one that if I walk over the ground 
I can tell if there is any oil or gas 
under it, or near it, and what it will be 
when drilled into—a light, or fair, or 
heavy producer, with water, oil or gas.” 
No chance for any oil to get away or 
hide out now that the Pennsylvania 
wizard admits he can tell where it is by 
the feel of the ground. 


JONES SENDS HIS TOOTH IN. 


A portion of the mastodon’s tooth, 
dug out of a spring at Ottine, Texas, by 
“Jones who finds the bones,” was duly 
received by Bill Lockhart at Houston 
and is now on exhibition in the show 
window of a Main street furnishing 
goods store. It is about a foot long 
and looks as if it had been made espe- 
cially to work on oil field boarding 
house steaks. 


— 


INGENUOUS LITTLE LEE. 


Lee Gordon, superintendent of the 
pipe lines of the Gulf Pipe Line Com- 
pany, last Friday made a trip to the 
San Jacinto river to investigate the 
charge that there is a very heavy coating 
of oil over the river “It was reported 
in one of the papers,” said Mr, Gor- 
don, “that there was a coat of oil six 
inches deep on the surface of the San 
Jacinto and it at once occurred to me 
that if the pipe line was suffering such 
a heavy leak as that, it was time for 
me to get busy. Six inches of oil over 
six miles of water would mean about 
three million barrels of oil and it was 
my intention to erect some sort of a 
dam or catch basin to gather up that 
oil as it came down the stream. Well, 
all I found was a little scum of oil on 
patches of water, just enoughoil to 
help keep down the mosquitoes this 
summer, but not enough oil to harm 
boats or logs in the San Jacinto and 
certainly not enough oil to warrant 
me in trying to bvild a dam to catch 
the fluid. In my opinion the oil on 
the surface of the San Jacinto is not 
causing any harm but will prove a 
benefit this summer.”—~Houston Chron- 
icle; April 5. 
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CALIFORNIA PRODUCTION FIRST 15 
DAYS OF APRIL. 


(Estimated.) 





Average 
Last 15 
Daily Days 

Districts Barrels Average of Mar. 

Coalinga ... 582,350 38,823 36,600 

Kern River. 560,000 37,333 37,000 
Midway-~ 

Sunset .... 990,000 66,000 64,000 

McKittrick 220,000 14,667 14,600 

Coast Fields. 309,000 20,600 20,000 
Southern 

Fields .... 445,000 29,667 30,000 

Totals ....3,106,350 1,207,090 202,200 





STANDARD OIL COMPANY’S RUNS 
AND SHIPMENTS. 


(Division B, California.) 





RUNS. 
March February 
Field Barrels’ Barrels 
fy rr 167,711 102,514 
5 ee eee 559,463 464,739 
a 6,183 5,520 
Basite Maria ......4. 93,432 78,615 
oe eT eee 554,421 385,422 
DD. cetsu serene 1,381,210 1,036,810 
Daily average 44,555 37,029 
SHIPMENTS. 
March February 
|) eae eee ere 1,097,686 979,629 
Daily average ...... 35,409 34,987 
PLACED IN STORAGE. 
Daily 
Total Avg. 
er re i 283,524 9,116 
a ee 57,181 2,042 


Seven Days Ending April 7. 


RUNS. 

Field Barrels. 
Ce Sc eee kesh ee eS Awe wece 33,029 
RENE © 5 ike is c's 5s hte oS ww aces pe 146,367 
NNR 5 8 iia 6 S05 do isle ie bi wreere 1,030 
REEL Bib.ss b+ cane i awee wees 1,476 
Dt iv Luck th can cncenekkoewan 115,702 

RR erect: eee 297,604 

SURE ENINURIIND 5 sa io 6:6: 0s ses wie sce 42,515 
SU UNDINEINEEIE ics do Ss hos wale aie do wee 213,966 
ERRRIG OUD vnaian eae se eece aus 30,567 





NEW TWENTY-ONE MILLION-DOL- 
LAR PRODUCING AND RE- 
FINING COMPANY. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF., April 18.— 
(Special Telegram)—The Refining and 
Producing Oil Company is the name of 
a $21,000,000 corporation just formed, 
which has bought the plant of the Cali- 
fornia Refineries, Ltd., at Oilport, near 
Port Harford, 16,000 acres of land of 
the Alliance (formerly the Graciosa) 
Oil Company in Santa Maria, and 1000 
acres in North Midway and MckKitt- 
rick, and which will build pipe lines 
to connect Sunset, Midway and McKitt- 
rick with Oilport and Santa Maria prac- 
tically paralleling the Producers line. 
The refinery’s capacity is 20,000 barrels 
daily. It was built by British and 
Frisco capital interested in the Gra- 
ciosa and was intended to handle the 
Graciosa’s oil, but had only enough to 
make two runs on account of water 
breaking into the wells, destroying 
their production. The production is 
being restored by drilling new wells. 

In the new company are Theodore N. 
Barnsdall, natural gas magnate of 
Pennsylvania, who ‘is first vice presi- 
dent; J. I. Lamprecht,. president of the 
National Refining Company of Cleve- 
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Never Cut Cups 


’ For Oil Wells and all difficult places 


in hydraulic and pneumatic machinery 


Just the Cup 
Ce Netevemmer-tere| 


Made of leather especially tanned, and treated 
by me, rendering the cups impervious to water. 

Thousands In use all over the world, One 
oil producer says: “We ee ite) pull one well 
every 30 days and your cups have been on 70 
days.” Prices, charges prepaid: 
Jin. per 100, $15.00. * 2% in, per 100, $30.00 

None genuine without the white Never Cut 
tag printed in red ink. 


Send for Free Booklet and name of Nearest Dealer 


S. S. BRYAN, 


TITUSVILLE, PA. 


Copy of a letter received from a pro- 
ducer at Batson, Texas, dated Decem- 
ber, 13, 1909: 

Piease ship 100 1}’’ Never Cut cups 
by express C. O. D. at once, as we have 
some wells that cannot be operated on 
any other cup, and we have the last set 
we have in the well now. 





land, Ohio, president; Henry J. Crock- 
er, San Francisco capitalist, second vice 
president, and J. C. Yancey, Barnsdall’s 
local representative, third vice presi- 
dent and general manager. With other 
purchases from the Alliance people is 
the tank steamer Catania, now plying 
between San Francisco and Portland, 
Ore. 

Four millions in bonds have been is- 
sued and mostly taken up by the di- 
rectors and their associates. 


STORAGE FOR CALIFORNIA OIL. 


Consumption of California crude is 
now put at 195,000 barrels daily. To 
provide storage the producers agencies 
plan the organization of a company 
similar to the Producers Transporta- 
tion Company to build earthen reser- 
voirs and steel tankage, the stock and 
bonds to be taken up by members. 
Tankage for 1,000,000 barrels will be 
erected around Port Harford. The 
Lake View gusher is still flowing after 
thirty-two days. The Union has placed 
in storage close to 1,250,000 barrels. 





HELLER REPORTED TO HAVE CALI- 
FORNIA R4ACKERS. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., April 18.— 
(Special Telegram)—E. S. Heller of 
San Francisco, to whom some of the 
options taken by George W. Priestley 
on Oklahoma oil properties were as- 
signed, is promoting a new process of 
refining. His backers are presumed to 
be California capitalists, independent of 
any existing companies. HINTON. 
LAKEVIEW WELL MAKES A NEW 

PRODUCTION RECORD. 

LOS ANGELES, Aoril 15.—-(Special) 
—One million and eighty thousand bar- 
rels is the Lakeview’s record of pro- 
duction for twenty-eight days, or 39,- 
929 barrels a day—more than the en- 
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Mellon National Bank 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


has an attractive proposition to make to banks, bankers 
and trust companies that desire a Pittsburgh connection. 


Write for terms. 


RESOURCES OVER $45,000,000 














ONLY TWO 


DAYS OLD 





National Banks. 


oa 
The Union National Bank 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
Opened for business March 28, 1910. At the close of business 


March 29, 1910, the Comptroller called for statements of all 
THIS BANK’S was the largest in the State. 


Deposits - $8,986,460.47 








J. S. RICE, President 
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tire output of Kern River and as much 
as Coalinga and more than twice that 
of the Santa Maria, Lompoc and Cat 
Canyon fields and more than the whole 
output south of the Tehachapi. 

Two attempts to place a hood on the 
well have failed completely. At this 
writing, there is not a sign of a letup 
in the steady outpour. The figures on 
the well’s production are accurate com- 
putations of what has gone into tanks 
and into the Producers’ pipe line ana 
careful estimates of that still in the 
sump holes. In this last is the only 
chance of error in calculation, as they 
are irregular, but the proportion thus 
held is far less than what has been 
accurately gauged into the tanks and 
pipe line. 

The Hartnell gusher of the Union at 
Santa Maria flowed eighteen months 
steadily, yielding 1,500,000 barrels and 
now after four years, on the pump gives 
300 barrels daily, its total to date being 
something over 2,000,000 barrels. The 
Union’s wells on the Hobbs and Fol- 
som leases at Santa Marla have made 
great records and flowed long periods, 
the Palmer in Cat Canyon has made 
a big name and flows 1500 barrels 
daily after fifteen months, and at Coa- 
linga the Lucile set a high record in 
quantity and in time, but the Lake- 
view in twenty-eight days has given 
more oil than anv of the others have 
flowed in a year, except, perhaps, the 
, Hartnell. 

{| The Producers’ pipe line, lately com- 
y"pleted under the direction of W. T. 
Cushing, formerly with The Texas Com- 
pany, is making a fine record. Nearly 
all new lines give endless trouble at 
the start and bad breaks are frequent, 
when the conditions encountered are 
normal. The new line has had to cope 
with an unprecedented flood of oil be- 
fore even the finishing touches had 


been put on it and has had to cope 
with an unparalleled congestion at 
Coalinga. Not a break worth consid- 
ering has occurred. Oil is pouring into 
Port Harford and vessels are carrying 
it to market as fast as possible. 


To care for the sump hole oil at 
the Lakeview the Union has leased two 
earthen reservoirs on the Fulton prop- 
erty with capacity of 200,000 barrels 
and is surveying sites for two others 
of similar size. There is danger thai 
if a heavy rain comes it will wash out 
the sump holes, some of which lie rigne 
in the path of possible floods, and send 
the oil into Buena Vista lake. It is 
said that the Kern County Land Com- 
pany and Miller & Lux have served 
notice that they will hold the Union re- 
sponsible for damages if this occurs. 


The last five days of March witnessed 
the coming of two more big wells in 
Midway. The Standard brought in an- 
other spouter on 30-32-24 and the out- 
put of that section is over 10,000 bar- 
rels daily. This is in the south end. 
while in the north the Pioneer finished 
one on 80-31-23 adjoining the Mavs on 
the same section that spouted at the 
rate of 1000 barrels an hour for four 
hours, then sanded and quit. It is be- 
ing cleaned and is under control. A 
number of small wells were brought in 
and the output of Midway for the first 
fifteen days of April was unquestion- 
ably far ahead of that of any other 
California field. 

The last few days of March also saw 
the coming of another flowing well on 
the W. K. at Coalinga. This Is south- 
east of the California Oil Fields, Ltd., 
and between it and the Coalinga Mo- 
hawk, which brought in a spouter in the 
middle of March. With the exception 
of the Mohawk it is farther southeast 
than any other well on the east side of 
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Coalinga. The two wells flow about 
3000 barrels each. 


PIPE LINE PLANS. 


Conferences on the proposed Arizona 
pipe line eontinue and it is believed 
that some important negotiations are 
on but all are dumb as to details. It 
is known that the California Oil Fields, 
Ltd., the big Britisn corporation of 
Coalinga, is in the deal, although its 
part is somewhat obscure. The Limit- 
ed’s oil is a comparatively high gravity 
and all goes to the Standard at pres- 
ent, supplying a large part of the crude 
used at Point Richmond refinery. The 
contract is to expire within a year. It 
has been generally supposed that the 
Britishers contemplated a refinery of 
their own but they have done nothing 
to that end that the public has heard 
of. The price they receive averages 
about 55 cents and has enabled them 
to pay up to 40 per cent annually in 
dividends. 


The Santa Fe and Southern Pacific 
have announced plans for a pipe line 
across the Tehachapi mountains from 
Bakersfield to Mojave the junction 
point of the two lines to eliminate ab- 
solutely the mountain haul both for 
their own fuel and for commercial oir 
to Arizona. About $2,000,000 is to be 
spent on this. It is known that the 
matter has been fully agreed to by 
Presidents Ripley and Lovett and pre- 
sumably the line will become a part of 
the Arizona line when that its built. 


SMOOT BILL OPPOSED. 


Opposition is developing here to Sen- 
ator Smoot’s bill to lease oil lands 
which makes no prevision for the pro- 
tection of those who have located and 
begun improvements in good faith since 
the Ballinger withdrawal order was is- 
sued of whom there are scores es- 
pecially in North Midway, Templor Car. 
isa and Devil’s Den. Congressman Smith 
of Bakersfield author of the oll lands 
bill pending for the last two years and 
whose district contains 70 per cent ot 
the oil production is active against the 
Smoot bill. It is likely that action wit 
be taken by oil ~en and commercial 
bodies to urge California congressmen 
and Senators Flint and Perkins to take 
up the matter. 


AGENCIES’ REPORT. 


The agencies’ February report, the 
first under the new arrangement, just 
out, shows the net return to the pro- 
ducers to be 44.4 rer cent per barrel, 
after deducting the Unton’s 10 per cent 
commission as sales agent and the 
agencies’ tax of 1 cent per barrel. An 
explanatory statement accompanies the 
report in which it is declared that the 
low figure is due solely to a number of 
old Union contracts taken over by the 
combine, many of which expire shortly 
and will not be renewed at existing fig- 
ures. Some were made years ago and 
returns to producers range from 19 to 
65 cents, the first on the oldest and the 
last on the more recent. On business 
being taken at present the return is 
between 60 and 70 cents. The highest 
prices are received in California, Pana- 
ma, Guatemala, Chile and Hawaii and 
lower rates generally in. Washington 
and Oregon. There are a number: of 
very low-priced contracts at San Fran- 
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cisco bay points ana a few in other 
parts of the state. During the short 
month of February, which was also a 
slack month, 550,000 barrels went to 
market. Indications are that March will 
make a slightly better showing. 


SOUTHERN FIELDS. 


Final figures show what Whittier- 
Coyotes produced 115,000 barrels in 
March, and Fullerton, Brea Canyon and 
Puente about 428,000, despite the de- 
cline in Santa Fe output caused by 
gushers settling down to pumping. The 
railroad has seven strings working and 
has four locations made. Two of the 
last are in the light oil section, the 
product of which is exchanged for 
heavier fuel. Fifty-three wells are com- 
plete and producing. The Union has 
laid off three of its nine drilling 
strings in Brea Canyon. Forty-six 
strings are drilling in this district and 
the La Habra Valley extension and 
four are temporarily suspended. Barr- 
ing accidents, the Union’s Bastanchury 
No. 1, on which work has been going 
on nearly four years, should be fin- 
ished within thirtv days. It is 4400 
feet deep and has oil but in cementing 
off the water the casing was filled up 
with cement for 2?°°9Q feet and a part 
of a pump lost in the hole and all this 
has had to be drilled out. 

The old Salt Lake property and the 
wells around Sherman Junction are 
showing signs of going to water and 
their production is greatly reduced. Bur 
for the new wells in the western exten- 
sion beyond Beverly the Salt Lake 
Sherman district would be making a 
poor showing. As it is, the total is 
cut from that of a few months since. 


COAST FIELDS. 


Three more wells are to be started by 
the Palmer on the Blochman lease in 
Cat Canyon within sixty days. Bloch- 
man No. 2 will ke vroducing in two 
weeks at 2850, feet. It was drilled to 
2900 but backed up to avoid the heavy 
gas pressure encountered at that point 
The last 225 feet is a solid body of 
oil sand. The depth is 300 feet less 
than No. 1, and the showing is better. 
No. 1 gave endless trouble on account 
of gas and never did yield anything 
from the lowest sand and is now pro- 
ducing from 2000 feet. No. 3 is down 
1200 and No. 4, started by Superintend- 
ent Fetcher December 31, has reached 
1700 feet, a record for Cat Canyon 
where six months ‘s considered quick 
work to this depth. This last well is 
getting the first oil streaks. 

The Los Alamos Petroleum, the fourth 
well finished in Cat Canyon, has been 
put on the pump at 3100 feet. The 
Dome No. 2 is almost ready to pump. 
Either this or Blochman No. 2 will be 
the fifth to produce. As the New Penn- 
sylvania and the West are almost com- 
pleted, not less than eight wells should 
be yielding in less than sixty days. 

In the old Santa Maria field, Brook- 
shire No. 5, deepened some 400 feet 
has developed into a flowing well. The 
Pinal has given an option until May 1 
on its lands in the old field to English 
capitalists at about $2,000,000. It will 
retain its holdings in Cat Canyon. 


REFINERY TO RESUME. 


The California Refineries, Ltd., ex- 
pects to start-its. refinery at Oilport 
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near Port Harford on oil purchased 
from the agencies, negotiations for 
which are in progress. The plant was 
built at great cost to handle oil from 
the Graciosa property but just as it was 
finished water broke into that com- 
pany’s wells, drowning their output, 
and they have yet been unable to fur- 
nish enough to operate the plant, so 
it has never made more than a few 
days’ run. 


STANDARD’S IMPORTS. 


The Standard imported in October, 
1909, through San Francisco 1,994,565 
gallons of benzine from the Straits Set- 
tlements, valued at $92,359 and in Sep- 
tember 24,214 gallons of benzine, valued 
at $498, from England, and in February 
1910, 2,217,920 gallons of benzine, val- 
ued at $118,050 from the Straits Set- 
tlements. Sixty gallons, worth $6, were 
credited to France in October. 


THE OIL MARKET. 


Quotations on petroleum products, f. 
o. b. tank cars, Los Angeles: 

Gasoline and Distillate—Red Crown 
gasoline, bulk, 15 1-2; cases, 22 1-2 per 
gal.; 86-deg. gasoline, in bbls., 30 per 
gal.;: in cases, 37 1-2; engine distillate, 
bulk 8 1-2 per gal.; V. M. & P. naph- 
tha, bbls., 13; cases, 20. 

Fuel Oil—95 @1.05 per bbl. 


STOCK EXCHANGE AT BAKERS- 
FIELD. 


An oil stock exchange has just been 
opened at Bakersfield. A... 





SUPPLY MAN SEES SIGNS OF DAN- 
GER IN OIL BOOM. 


Captain J. F. Lucey, head of the Lu- 
cey Supply Company, sees signs of 
danger in the present boom in the Cali- 
fornia oil industry. 

“People are falling over themselves 
to get into the oil business,” said the 
oil well supply man when in Bakers- 
field on a visit to his branch stores 
in the Kern countw fields the latter 
part of last week, “and I firmly be- 
lieve that a seriove setback to the in- 
dustry is coming. At the present time 


capital is plentiful for oil investments 
and money seems no object. New com- 
panies are springing up like mush- 
rooms with the result that develop- 
ment work has practically doubled and 
the production in due course will be 
doubled, too. I do not believe that the 
conditions justify this activity and if 
a person stops to study carefully the 
present situation he will agree with 
me that present transportation facili- 
ties will not preserve the equilibrium. 


“Development is going ahead too rap- 
idly. The experienced oil man knows 
how to handle his work and what to 
expect of the oil,-but the newcomers 
in the business 0° not. Sensational 
development by inexperienced men is 
what I now fear is going to work a 
hardship on the entire industry. Capital 
is now available and the inexperienced, 
along with the capable oil man, is 
meeting with much encouragement 
from investors, but instead of plac- 
ing the industry on a more stable basis 
this is undermining it and is doing 
wrong where there should be nothing 
but good. 

“As the outlook becomes less glow- 
ing, investors will become frightened 
and money will tighten. When a de- 
pression arrives those who have legi- 
timate oil propositiens and are compe- 
tent to handle them must suffer along 
with the rest, for want of capital. The 
monied man will have lost confidence 
and the industry as a whole must suf- 
fer. In the low tide of the oil business 
several years ago there was no legiti- 
mate cause for conditions as they ex- 
isted at that time. Capital was timid 
from its experience during the pre- 
vious times and instead of coming to 
the rescue and placing the industry on 
a sane and substantial basis, as would 
have been easily permitted, for years 
capital could not be interested in oil 
even though it was a perfectly legiti- 
mate business. Irreparable hardship 
was worked by overzealousness and 1 
fear that much the same state of af- 
fairs is slowly coming around at the 
present time. 

“Flaring advertising of wildcat com- 
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panies and sensational accounts of ex- 
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THE ANNUAL STATISTICAL NUM- 


BER. 


ploitations are arousing public inter. Ppany’s tug, have been libeled for saly- 
est in the oil industry to a fever heat age by that company in the sum of “Allow us to add our congratulations 
which the industry at the present time $25,000. upon your Annual Number, which we 
cannot endure and still retain its equi- received a few days ago. It certainly 
librium.”—Bakersfield Oil Journal. AS TO DAVID F. CONNOLLY. covered the oil industry like a blan- 
— ket and in our opinion was more of a 
FIRE DESTROYS THE TEXAS COM- The Oil Investors’ Journal, an un- text-book than a_periodical.”—Securi- 
PANY’S CANNING PLANT AT usually reliable authority on things ties Service Co., Utica, N, Y. H. D. 


PORT ARTHUR. 





The canning plant of The Texas Com- 
pany at Port Arthur was destroyed by 
fire resulting from a gas explosion on 


pertaining to the oil industry, had this 
in its issue of March 20: 

“It is reported that one of the rea- 
sons why D. If. Connolly sold his valu- 
able holding in the Ukla Oil Company, 


Wetzel, president. 





“I suppose you are aware of the fact 
that we have more oil in California 
than Texas can ever expect to have— 


the morning of March 25, entailing a which has over a million barrels of oil gushers here are common—but after 
loss of about $100,000, partly covered in storage in the Glenn field, is that he taking these things Into consideration 


by insurance. As nearly as can be de- 


intends to go into politics. He has a 


I find it impossible to do without your 








termined, the flash which set the entire Multitude of friends who would be glad yellow dope sheet. Please boost the 

structure ablaze originated in the sol- t® see him in public life, He has rotary in California.”—S. F. Patrick, 

dering department. There were 15,- ™@ny qualities that would suit him to Taft, Calif. 

000 cases of oil in the building which such a life. As a public speaker he has 

added fuel to the flames. few equals in the state of Oklahoma. “The Annual Statistical Number of 
He has a fund of Irish wit that is spon- the Oil Investors’ Journal, published 


The British steamer Servian had just 


taneous and unfailing. He tells capital 


at Houston, Texas, by Holland S. Reav- 


finished loading at The Texas Com- $ ; Sie : y : 
stories and he is never at a loss for ma- is, contains a long and very compli- 

pany dock and was towed to a place of : : i 2 , stent ‘ ‘ 
x - terial with which to entertain an au- mentary article on the California fields, 

safety by a tug. The steamer Camillo 3 3 > i" ae z fs - 
. A - dience. He is good material for con- giving concise reports on Kern River, 

was loading gasoline at the Gulf Re- : sa : " 
Secs a gress, and Oklahoma would be fortun- Midway, McKittrick, Sunset, Santa 

fining Company dock and was in great A 3 2 . 

ate in securing his services at the na- Maria, Lompoc, Summerland, Los An- 


danger, 
dangerously near. 
ers were cold, as is the custom when 


as the flames were sweeping 
The Camillo’s boil- 


tional capital.” 
To which the Demucrat wishes to add 


Fullerton, Ventura coun- 


districts. 


geles county, 
ty and other 


. ’ m that if Mr. Connolly will consent the “The prestige of the Oil Investors’ 
taking on bulk gasoline, and when the Rig ee : 
7 democracy of Tulsa county will take Journal throughout the country, among 
tug hitched on to the vessel the crew A : = ; . : 
, particular and peculiar pleasure in hon- both the investors and producers, will 
of the Camillo left the boat and ran a : - ; x 
Nae ‘ oring itself by honoring him, that he is undoubtedly augment the wide inter- 
ashore, believing that it could not pass . i ‘ ol ce ; 
off safely in many and most respects the best est now being taken in California oil, 
posted man in the oil business on state “This number of the Oil Investors’ 








The boiler house and the office were g¢rairs and as the oil business is the Journal contains 112 pages and numer- 
saved, as were the outside tanks filled ..¢onq greatest industry in the state ous illustrations, many of which are 
with oil. Two employes who jumped j,. would be of inestimable value to this of California properties. 
from the second story windows suS- coction of the state if he can be per- “Holland S. Reavis founded this 
tained slight injuries and some scorch- suaded to go into the field of politics— paper nearly eight years ago, and it is 
ing. The loss is confined to the can- -pyjsa Democrat. now recognized as an authority in the 
ning plant and about two hundred feet oil business throughout the United 
of wharf. Indications of natural gas and oil States.’—Los Angeles, Calif., Daily 


The canning plant will be rebuilt as 
soon as material can be placed on the 
ground. 


Both 


have been discovered on the peninsula 
lying about three from 
Hope, Idaho. The peninsula covers an 
area of about 2000 acres, extending out 


miles opposite 








Herald. 





Kanawha Fuel Gas Co., of Charles- 
town, W. Va., capital $300,000; incor- 














the Servian and the Camillo, ‘ porators: Upshur Higginbotham and 
the steamers which were towed away into the lake from the mainland. others 
(In barrels of 42 gallons.) 
Refinery 
April. Rig. Name Vessel. Loaded by Consignee. _ Destination Crude. products. 
1 Serre IIE '6-5. 6 Sa es esate Gulf Ref. Co....2.... Gulf Het, Cn... 0 +: Philadelphia . 32,908 1,771 
1 Brg | rere GUE tel, CO. .c: 00a ase Guilt Het, CGiscscwas PRMaGCIPRIS .......ccse cacce a18,716 
2 ae pO ee Sere GOlt Bet. TO. 6 ic sess Rot GPGGrec.. «0 sscess Manchester, Eng. ...... ..... 39,311 
3 BEB s'65.6% RIMINI Sa. oisw esto: bpoeie: se dee Guilt Ref. Co... 005% Gulf Ref. Go. of La. Gretna, La. 2.2... ieee olears 4,380 
3 OE now 5s PARR OIIOID 66. 5. 6.0. os0050 Gilt Het. O06. ...6:acc<s Gulf Ret: Co. of La. Gretna, LG. occiiccccce cbeus 4,361 
3 oy CONGMBUBN.,.... 0.06565 Gulf Bef, Co. 26 ccc. Curt Tet. COs fo .66.0 8% uae yl) 16,976 
3 eer San Cristoval.....<. SUE Beet. CO. «00 cece For orders......«.+ --. Minatitlan, Mex. ...... 19,783 1,205 
3 Ns aaa AB oC rere UE SROs WOO e:6 sé sec oven Gulf Ref. COs cic scsi Philadelphia .......... 21,690 3,198 
6 ee Dandvian. 6.0.5 0.50%. MULE Tet. CO. .0.565. FOr OFGC?@.... isics.cced Amsterdam, Hol. ...... .sees 52,938 
7 > ee eee ere res Tne Posas CoO... 65.5% The Texas Co... Linmwoo0d, Pa. 2.60002 1,652 2,481 
10 5, See . | er ae The TLOLGe CO. 6:6.64.0:0'5 The Texas Co....... Linnwood, Pa. ........ TMM ces 
11 err LAB LC he aa eee ees THe LTOXES CO). 0:6.6:6:00% The Terese CoO. «000d Linnwood, Pa.......... +.) 
11 BR siae 5 TIGTA IATL «65.6 «00 0-200 Gulf Het. Cos... FOP OVGGIS a6 s:0c6s:0% London and Grange- 
MOGUER, TORS. 66 ccce seem 36,807 
12 3 eee | ee eer ee "The Temes Ces x60 6 The Texas Ca..:.....- Morgan Cy, LAs. ..c ce cece 3,591 
14 Brg... +: Guyton No. 1....... The Texas Co........ The ‘TExXas: CoO. 6 )<.4:5% Galvesten, TeX... 660.5) «cee 206 
14 ESE s.<-5 <5 EPO eos sie wig 5 5s sein Guilt Ref. Co. .:.\...0<..+ Gult Ret. Co. of tha. Gretna; Lae 6.6. cc cceas igs 4,407 
Miscellaneous dock deliveries by Gulf Refining Company................ 0000020050 ceuee 3,871 
Miscellaneous dock deliveries by The Texas Company............... cece cee eeeee Cle «axes 
a is oe ae ite dita ie Gia ae AMG, SAE Ea a OO ae OE ae ed be aleea a Skee wee Os 98,979 194,219 
(a) Includes 252 barrels asphalt. 
(In barrels of 42 gallons.) 
; Refinery 
April. Rig. Name Vessel. Loaded by. Consignee. Destination Crude. products. 
14 oe ae Guyton. No: 2. <0... 5. Higgins O. & F. Co..Guyton & Co........ GOLVGREGH! osc oceans enc SEES cao re 
Miscellancous. dock dock deliverios by FO. GP. CO. iii elie ecto sceeesae ‘C7 Ss cae 
Ne Ns hee eee ty ine ba amet vad eRe eA ozs 8) Oy NRO acer RCRA PUREST EGE ORES, SAN SMR CES S308 ~ wens 
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MR. RANDOLPH RUST GIVES THE 
HISTORY OF PETROLEUM IN 
TRINIDAD. 


Mr. Randolph Rust, pioneer exploiter 
and developer of the oil fields of the 
Island of Trinidad, British West Indies, 
on March 15 delivered a lecture at the 
Victoria Institute, Trinidad, on “Petrol- 

in Trinidad, With a Trip to the 
Wells at Guayaguayare,” illustrat- 


eum 
Oil 


ing it with stereopticon views. His 
Excellency Sir George Le Hunte pre- 
sided, and was 2ccompanied by Lady 


Le Hynte and Captain C. A, Boddam- 


Whetham, A. D. C. The auditorium 
was filled and many could not find 
seats. 

Mr. Rust exhibited a map of Trini- 


dad on the screen and pointed out the 
anticlines and synclines, He called at- 
tention to the great southern anticline 
which Mr. Cunningham Craig had put 
at a certain point. We said there were 
a great many more anticlines in Trini- 
dad than had been yointed out, and 
from his observations he ventured to 
assert that when the place was prop- 
erly surveyed they would find that one- 
half of Trinidad was one great oil 
field and that the anticlines extended 
north certainly as far as Mt. Tamana. 
The first mention of Trinidad petroleum 
could find was in a history written 
by Mr. Thomas in 1830—80 years ago. 
He was a very close observer in his 
history and he stated that little streams 
of petroleum were flowing from the 
edges of the lake. The lecturer had 
no doubt that that statement was quite 
correct. Dr. de Verteuil in his history 
written in 1858 said very little about 
petroleum, but he made a curious re- 
mark as to the “lagoon bouf” at Guaya- 
guayare, which was so named from the 
“liquid bitumen” making a bubbling 
noise. This was now bubbling mud, 
but no doubt “bitumen” was under- 
neath. There was also a scant refer- 
ence to oil by Wall and Sawkins from 
1858 to 1859, but they labored under 
very great difficulty. There were no 
roads and the government could not 
pay the necessary expenses these gen- 
tlemen had to incur. At any rate, 
Messrs. Wall and Sawkins, who made 
a very able survey of Trinidad, did not 
say much about petroleum. In those 
days petroleum was not discovered in 
large quantities and it only showed in 
the shape of bitumen. Sir Boverton 
tedwood, a great authority, in his book 
merely referred to the matter to the 
extent of saying that he had received 
two samples, one from La Brea and the 
other from Ariperio. Now they came to 
the year 1903, when Sir Alfred Moloney 
very wisely got out a geologist—Mr, 
Cunningham Craig-—~from England to 
investigate their oil fields, He was a 
very painstaking and hard working 
geologist. He applied himself to the 
subject and drew up and sent in re- 
ports which made very interesting and 
valuable reading. “When Mr. Craig 
arrived,” said the lecturer, “of course 
I wanted to see the geologist who was 
going to investigate the oil fields and 
I met him. He said to me, ‘My dear 
Rust, I have very little hope of finding 
oil here.’” The lecturer said to Mr. 
Craig, “Wait until you go to the wells 
at Guayaguayare,” and within twenty- 
four hours after his arrival at the 


he 
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fin? nere was no person more enthu- 
~ in the oil of Trinidad than Mr. 
Cun. .>5nam Craig, and today he spoke 
of Tri idad as one of the largest oil 
fields. The lecturer gaid he had at- 
tended @ lecture in London in 1906 at 
Whitehall Rooms given by Mr. Cun- 
ningham Craig, who in the course of 
his remarks said: 

“The greater part of the island of 
Trinidad is formed of tertiary rocks, 
which have accumulated to a thickness 
of 6000 to 6500 feet.” 

“For the formatior and natural stor- 
age of petroleum, three essential con- 
ditions must be present. There must 
be a quantity of material from which 
the oil can be formed by chemical pro- 
cesses, there must be strata sufficient- 
ly porous to contain oil, and there must 
be impervious strata above to seal up 
the natural laboratory in which these 
little known chemical processes take 
place, to prevent the escape of gas, 
or volatile material.” 

He also described the operations in 
connection with oii in Trinidad as 
“wildcatting.” On the speaker, (Mr. 
Rust) being called upon by Sir Neville 
Lubbock to reply he objected to the 
term and remarked that as far as he 
was concerned all the wildcats his 
company had drilled had got tails 
and had produced oil. The next was 
Dr. Ells, a Canadian geologist in 1907, 
who was deputed by the Canadian gov- 
ernment to investigate the petroleum 
deposits in Canada. Dr. Ells had been 
a prominent and well known geologist 
and had made many surveys in Canada 
and had come here with a knowledge 
of petroleum and its surroundings. If 
they would allow him he would read 
what Dr. Ells had to say about Trini- 
dad petroleum. He first told them 
that:— 

“These tertiary rocks in Trinidad 
comprise large areas of oil bearing 
sandstone, and the formation as a whole 
is thrown into a series of folds or 
anticlines, of which four principal ones 
have been recognized as extending in 
a general east and west direction across 
the southern part of the island, with 
several secondary ones.” 
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NOTES, 

R. Von Harden, chief chemist for the 
Pearsons, with headquarters at Mina- 
titlan, Mexico, where the Pearson re- 
finery is located, has been in Houston 
since early in the month. 

The ninth test drilled by I. N. Knapp, 
this being on the southwest quarter of 
the northwest quarter of section 32, 
Terrebonne parish, La., blew out on the 
night of April 10. There is an abund- 
ance of gas in this territory but the 
gas sands and sa!* water are so mixed 
and the ground so soft it is a hard 
proposition to complete a well. When 
the well broke loose it flipped the ro- 
tary over, made a flying machine of the 
crown block, performed some other 
stunts and then choked-up. 

The Acadia Oil & Prospecting Com- 
pany of Estherwood, La., has been or- 
ganized with $30,000 capital stock, the 
purpose of the company being to de- 
velop oil properties about six miles 
from Estherwood. The officers, all 
residents of Crowley, La., are as fol- 
lows: Sam Eldrich, president; W. E. 
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Scott, vice president; L. Nausbaum, sec- 
retary; William wWavidson, treasurer. 

Dr. Paul Scwarz, editor of Petroleum, 
vf Berlin, Germany, spent several days 
in Houston recently. He is on a tour of 
the oil fields of the United States for 
the purpose of determining the quan- 
tity of oil available for export to Ger- 
many, but will not complete his mis- 
sion on this trip. Later he will return 
for a visit to Mexico and California. 
While in Houston he met Dr. David 
T. Day of the United States geological 
survey, who is a friend of several years’ 
standing. 

Oil men from all over the country 
will assemble in Louisville, Ky., in July 
as delegates to the second annual con- 
vention of the Independent Petroleum 
Marketers’ Association of the United 
States. The meeting will last three 
days, beginning July 14, during which 
time questions pertinent to the inde- 
pendent oil trade will be under consid- 
eration. According to advance infor- 
mation the conference will be attended 
by 500 or more jobbers, refiners and 
supply men. 

The navy department has _ selected 
sites for oil fuel stations on the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific coasts. Tanks will be 
erected at Newport, R. I.; Charleston, 
S. C.; San Juan, P. R,, and Guantana- 
mo, Cuba, on the Atlantic, and at Mare 
Island and Puget Sound on the Pacific. 
Two tanks will be erected at each of 
the oil stations. One tank will be 62 
feet in diameter’and 35 feet high with 
a capacity of 625,000 gallons of oil. A 
small tank will be built also for the stor- 
age of gasoline. Oil will be used as 
a secondary fuelin battleships, and sev- 
eral torpedo destroyers are being built 
which will use oil fuel exclusively. 

The claim of Louisiana that title to 
certain islands in the Sabine river, sup- 
posed to contain oil possibilities, in- 
ure to that state by reason of the 
swamp grant, has been unfavorably 
passed upon by the general land office, 
at Washington, D. C., which has de- 
cided that the lands are not within 
the Louisiana boundary. The view of 
the general land office has been sub- 
mitted to the secretary of the interior 
for final action. The question came 
up in connection with the application 
of Louisiana that the lands be surveyed 
by the federal government with the 
purpose of giving the state title to 
them. The territory involves about 
13,000 acres and lies twenty miles east 
ef the Beaumont fields. The lands 
are now held under title derived from 
the state of Texas. 





NO DECEPTION. 





“No,” said the old gentleman, stern- 
ly. “I will not do it. Never have I 
sold anything by false representations, 
and I will not begin now.” 

For a moment he was silent, and the 
clerk who stood before him could see 
that the better nature of his employer 
was fighting strongly for the right. 

“No,” the old man cried¢again, “I 
will not do it! It is an inferior grade 
of shoe, and I will never pass it off 
for anything better. Mark it ‘A shoe 
fit for a eueen,’ and put it in the win- 
dow. A queen does not have to do 
much walking.”’—Tit-Bits. 





